
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

 
Dear Parishioners, 
 

     I am taking the opportunity this week to present some extended wisdom from our wonderful Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. Far too often the Holy Spirit gets a short shift. There is more in our Catechism, but these  
few paragraphs (some shortened) give us a good look at the second person of the Blessed Trinity. 

 

    732 On that day, the Holy Trinity is fully revealed. Since that day, the Kingdom announced by Christ has 
been open to those who believe in him: in the humility of the flesh and in faith, they already share in the           
communion of the Holy Trinity. By his coming, which never ceases, the Holy Spirit causes the world to enter 
into the "last days," the time of the Church, the Kingdom already inherited though not yet consummated.  
    733 "God is Love" and love is his first gift, containing all others. "God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us." 
    734 Because we are dead or at least wounded through sin, the first effect of the gift of love is the forgiveness 
of our sins. The communion of the Holy Spirit in the Church restores to the baptized the divine likeness lost 
through sin.  
    735 He, then, gives us the "pledge" or "first fruits" of our inheritance: the very life of the Holy Trinity, which 
is to love as "God [has] loved us." This love (the "charity" of 1 Cor 13) is the source of the new life in Christ, 
made possible because we have received "power" from the Holy Spirit. 
    736 By this power of the Spirit, God's children can bear much fruit. He who has grafted us onto the true vine 
will make us bear "the fruit of the Spirit: . . . love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,           
gentleness, self-control." "We live by the Spirit"; the more we renounce ourselves, the more we "walk by the 
Spirit." 
    737 The mission of Christ and the Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the Church, which is the Body of 
Christ and the Temple of the Holy Spirit. This joint mission henceforth brings Christ's faithful to share in his 
communion with the Father in the Holy Spirit. The Spirit prepares men and goes out to them with his grace, in 
order to draw them to Christ. The Spirit manifests the risen Lord to them, recalls his word to them and opens 
their minds to the understanding of his Death and Resurrection.  
    739 Because the Holy Spirit is the anointing of Christ, it is Christ who, as the head of the Body, pours out the 
Spirit among his members to nourish, heal, and organize them in their mutual functions, to give them life, send 
them to bear witness, and associate them to his self-offering to the Father and to his intercession for the whole 
world.  

 

    This weekend several hundred adults in our Archdiocese will we be receiving the sacrament of Confirmation. 
We all can rejoice that these brothers and sisters have taken this step into a greater relationship with the Holy 
Trinity. 
    At the very beginning of the human race God made us in his image and likeness — the holy communion of 
persons. We are not merely individuals [which indeed we are] but in our core are persons made for others. How 
blessed we are. 
 

************************* 
 

    In two weeks, we celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi, the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. We will 
celebrate this wonderful feast with a Eucharist procession around our property, followed by a social time with 
games, refreshments, etc. 
    I am encouraging this year’s first communicants to process in their first communion clothes. After the         
procession, there will be changing rooms for the boys and girls. Make plans to join with fellow parishioners for 
this beautiful time. 

 

Pace - bene, 
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