
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

 
Dear Parishioners, 

 

Next Sunday is the feast of Pentecost, the descent of the Holy Spirt manifested as tongues of fire            

accompanied with the sound of a mighty wind. I encourage everyone to wear red next Sunday in honor           

of this great feast, the birthday of the Church.  

 

************************* 

Today’s Gospel tells us of Jesus’ Ascension into the fullness of our Father’s glorious kingdom. Our first reading 

teaches us that we are now the ones to bring forth the Kingdom with the help of LOVE. It also points to Jesus’      

mission of establishing the Church to carry on his work. The reading points to the fact that Jesus is not enough, we 

need the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit. 

 

Jesus says, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has established by his own authority. 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 

throughout Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  

 

In preparation for the coming feast I’d like to offer a plan to help our mind, body, and soul be disposed to re-

ceive the grace God offers you and me. Starting today and ending on Saturday plan to spend five minutes [or a few 

more] in prayerful meditation on where you stand in relation to these seven gifts of the Spirit. 

  

Am I living this gift on a regular basis? Does fear keep me from asking for of this gift? When was the last time I 

thanked LOVE for this gift? Have I spoken to family members about this gift? Can I explain this gift to my children? 

These are some of the questions one might ponder.  

 
† Sunday 16 May — Wisdom — Wisdom is a spiritual gift that allows a person to understand things from God's point of 

view. A person with the Gift of Wisdom can take God’s truth and use it to glorify God by choosing Godly solutions to 
problems.  

† Monday 17 May — Understanding — Understanding allows us to grasp, at least in a limited way, the very essence of 
the truths of the Catholic Faith. Through understanding, we gain a certitude about our beliefs that moves beyond faith.  

† Tuesday 18 May — Knowledge — The Gift of Knowledge allows a person to understand the meaning and purpose 
God has for him and to live up to this meaning. It differs from wisdom in that it is an action, not just a desire to live up 
to the ways of God. It differs from Understanding in that it is not just ability, it is a knowing. 

† Wednesday 19 May — Counsel — (aka Right Judgment). With this gift of the Spirit we are able to judge how best to 
act almost by intuition. It raises the natural gift of prudence to a supernatural gift because the Holy Spirit is actively 
moving the person.  

† Thursday 20 May — Piety —Piety perfects the virtue of religion. It produces an instinctive filial affection for God and     
devotion toward those consecrated; it is ready loyalty to God and the things of God. 

† Friday 21 May — Fortitude — The Gift of Fortitude is also known as the Gift of Courage. Through this Gift a person 
is no longer afraid to stand up for God and His truths. A person who has the Gift of Fortitude will stand up for good 
against evil and is convicted to take a stand when the occasion arises. 

† Saturday 22 May — Fear of the LORD —  Fear of the Lord strengthens our understanding the greatness and           
awesomeness of the Lord; everything we are, is due to the wonder, love, grace, and perfection of God; Fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of Wisdom.  

There is much more to each gift and it behooves us to learn more about each gift and implement them in our 

lives. Catholic Education Resource Center is an excellent resource for more about Church matters. At the site type  

Holy Spirit gifts in the search box. Several articles expand on the gifts. 

 

Remember to wear RED next Sunday, our Catholic birthday.  

 

Pace - Bene, 


