
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

The University of Saint Thomas here in Houston is presenting Truth in Tradition Lecture Series — an online 

Zoom, YouTube beginning May 12, 2021. The first presenter is Cardinal DiNardo. Check this out, 

www.RealTheologuUST.com 

************************* 

St. John writes in today’s second reading, Beloved, let us love one another, because love is of God; everyone   

who loves is begotten by God and knows God (1 John 4:1). To love another is to will the good for the other.  
 

It is not always easy to do this especially when it comes to disciplining one’s child. I required discipline multiple 

times. I remember my Mom would say, Billy, this will hurt me more than you! I didn’t believe her back then, I think it   

was the smile on her face, but now I realize that I needed the discipline and even though I didn’t think so then, I did. 

 

That discipline was an action of compassion, love. Not    

to discipline is a failure of duty that may set up the person for 

future misfortune and even disaster. I believe the vast majority 

take no pleasure in disciplining a child but find the courage to 

endure the push back from their children and the tension that 

arises. Keep up the good work for that will bode well for a 

child’s future. 
 

Compassion’s root word from Latin is pati (to suffer)   

and com (with); compati means to suffer with another.      

Compassion goes beyond empathy or sympathy in the sense 

that compassion is more active in its application. I can be    

empathic and sympathetic and not do anything for another.    

To be compassionate I must do something for the other. 

 

One problem with compassion arises when we act with false compassion towards another. It is false compassion  

if I enable an alcoholic to buy and drink with him or her. It is false compassion to give someone who is anorexic diet 

pills because they are convinced that they weigh too much. 
 

Body Integrity Identity Disorder (BIID) is a rare condition in which persons typically report an intense desire   

either to be paralyzed or to have one or more of their healthy limbs to be amputated. False compassion would be to    

go along with the person’s desire when we know there is something amiss. We can be quite sympathetic and            

empathetic for this person, but true compassion will help guide the person to a different outcome.  

 

This phenomenon occurs in other areas of our society. The transgender movement is an example of this idea. I 

refer you to, Gender Reality vs. Gender Ideology by Sr. Prudence Allen, RSM. Sympathy and empathy towards      

gender dysphoria is understandable and can serve as a starting point for compassion. 

 

Another resource in this area is, Karol Wojtyla, Sex Reassignment Surgery, and the Body-Soul union by Jacob 

Harrison published by The National Catholic Quarterly Vol. 17, Summer 2017. 

 

In many circumstances compassion requires we intervene to bring healing and peace to one who suffers             

disruption in their lives. In all cases we must bring God’s love for them as a son or daughter made in his image         

and likeness.  
 

EVERY person is entitled to be treated in an atmosphere of kindness, competence, and truth. Our compassion    

for another MUST be driven by hearts and minds centered on God’s plan as revealed to us as to what is best for our 

status as daughters and sons of LOVE.           
         

Pace - Bene, 
 


