
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners, 

There is much talk about the vaccines available to us to combat COVID-19. In the box below is the statement issued 

by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops. I pray it will give you guidance in making your decision.  

As we enter the last two weeks of Lent, let us delve more deeply into our distance from God. We can ask ourselves 

whether we have slackened our desire to grow close to LOVE. Our statues are draped to help us visually be reminded     

of the Paschal events nearness. Even if you have not been fully engaged during this Lent it is not too late. God is          

ALWAYS ready to create, in each of us, a clean heart (Ps. 51:3). 

Jesus possesses a divine and human purpose united in one person. He is a divine person and while omniscient, his    

human nature needed ‘learning.’ His human nature had to learn how to walk, talk, experience hunger, pain, etc. Jesus 

learned in his sufferings.  

St. John Paul II in SALVIFICI DOLORIS, wrote, For it (suffering) is above all a call. It is a vocation. Christ        

does not explain in the abstract the reasons for suffering, but before all else he says: "Follow me!". Come! Take part 

through your suffering in this work of saving the world, a salvation achieved through my suffering! Through my Cross. 

Gradually, as the individual takes up his cross, spiritually uniting himself to the Cross of Christ, the salvific meaning      

of suffering is revealed before him. He does not discover this meaning at his own human level, but at the level of the     

suffering of Christ. At the same time, however, from this level of Christ the salvific meaning of suffering descends to   

man's level and becomes, in a sense, the individual's personal response. It is then that man finds in his suffering interior 

peace and even spiritual joy. 

In these remaining two weeks of Lent let us meditate on Jesus’ sufferings, our sufferings and how we learn          

obedience to our heavenly Father. 

 Pace – bene, 

On March 2, Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort Wayne-South Bend, chairman of the U.S. Conference of 

Catholic Bishops’ (USCCB) Committee on Doctrine, and Archbishop Joseph F. Naumann of Kansas City 

in Kansas, chairman of the Committee on Pro-Life Activities, issued a statement on the Johnson & John-

son COVID-19 vaccine recently approved for use in the United States.  

“The approval of Johnson & Johnson’s COVID-19 vaccine for use in the United States again raises ques-

tions about the moral permissibility of using vaccines developed, tested, and/or produced with the help of 

abortion-derived cell lines. 

“Pfizer and Moderna’s vaccines raised concerns because an abortion-derived cell line was used for testing 

them, but not in their production.  The Johnson & Johnson vaccine, however, was developed, tested and is 

produced with abortion-derived cell lines raising additional moral concerns. The Congregation for the 

Doctrine of the Faith has judged that ‘when ethically irreproachable Covid-19 vaccines are not available 

… it is morally acceptable to receive Covid-19 vaccines that have used cell lines from aborted fetuses in 

their research and production process.’[1] However, if one can choose among equally safe and effective 

COVID-19 vaccines, the vaccine with the least connection to abortion-derived cell lines should be chosen. 

Therefore, if one has the ability to choose a vaccine, Pfizer or Moderna’s vaccines should be chosen over 

Johnson & Johnson’s.   

“While we should continue to insist that pharmaceutical companies stop using abortion-derived cell lines, 
given the world-wide suffering that this pandemic is causing, we affirm again that being vaccinated can be 
an act of charity that serves the common good.” (Emphasis added) 
 
For further details, we refer people to our earlier December 2020 statement, to our Answers to Key Ethical 
Questions About COVID-19 Vaccines, to the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith’s Note, and to the 
statement of the Vatican Covid-19 Commission in collaboration with the Pontifical Academy for Life.  

https://www.usccb.org/news/2021/us-bishop-chairmen-doctrine-and-pro-life-address-use-johnson-johnson-covid-19-vaccine#_ftn1
https://www.usccb.org/resources/moral-considerations-covid-vaccines.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Answers%20to%20Key%20Ethical%20Questions%20About%20COVID-19%20Vaccines.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Answers%20to%20Key%20Ethical%20Questions%20About%20COVID-19%20Vaccines.pdf
http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20201221_nota-vaccini-anticovid_en.html
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino/pubblico/2020/12/29/201229c.html

