
 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 

Dear Parishioners: 
 
The spiritual life is often described as a three-stage process consisting of purgation, illumination and unitive. Simply 
put in the Purgative stage a person grows in mental prayer, is concerned with an awareness of his/her sins and strives 
to abandon offenses against God. Look at it this way: If a box is filled with sand, it cannot be filled with gold. The 
sand must be emptied, the vessel cleaned, and then there is room enough for the gold of God’s presence. (Msgr. 
Charles Pope) 
 
The Illuminative stage is the intermediary stage between “purification” and “union” on the path to Christian perfection. 
Persons in this stage have made progress (purgation is not always complete yet) by growing in love of God and       
enlightened in the understanding of heavenly matters. 
 
The Unitive stage is more or less, a constant awareness of God’s presence, and a habitual disposition of conformity to 
the will of God. This person possesses a healthy detachment of earthly matters and a “union” with God and an actual 
experience of his love. This stage may also experience purgation and illumination to a greater or lesser degree as they 
walk the path of unity.  
 
Those abbreviated descriptions are a general outline in one’s growth in virtue and intimacy with God. We are also 
called to grow in unity with others. Spouses vow to be the living example of the Holy Trinity by their surrender to  
each other through a disinterested love for each other, to model the communion of persons in the Holy Trinity          
(St. John Paul II 29 Sept. 1982). 
 
Families are called to unity through striving to live in imitation of the Holy Family by recognizing the unique      
bounds they have. This is no simple task given the different personalities and developmental stages of children         
and adjustments parents must make as their children grow to maturity, but called they are. 
 
Once we leave the bounds of family unity takes on different aspects. The unity of friends is less than the unity of    
family members. Some friendships are deep and long lasting and bring joy to each other and might even feel more  
valuable. I think that in this case there is a failure or woundedness from one’s family and one experiences a sadness.  
 
When it comes to unity in the larger context of the civil state and its political operations unity is very, very difficult 
and rarely possible. In every civil society there are many competing elements; some factions want a certain economic 
systems and others something different. We must not be or even strive to be in unity with others who think men are 
superior to women, or who believe slaves are acceptable, or who believe the destruction of children is okay, et al.   
                        
The very nature of civic politics is set up to reach compromise and civility not unity. When a government attempts to 
assuage every group, it sets in motion even more conflict. It often leads to the wrong kind of compromise by trying to 
put a square peg in a round hole.  
 
A better word to use is civility in matters of public discourse. Civility in a debate can will go a long way to set you up 
for sincere resolutions. Name calling, insults, etc. do not bring people together. Civility begins with the assumption 
that those we argue with are operating with a sincere heart. Just because another is wrong does not mean they are evil. 
Civility looks for ways to compromise and different views to come to a just conclusion. 
 
This does not mean that we compromise by surrendering our principles. In civil society we may not arrive at the solu-
tion we desire. We must be careful not to lose the good because we demand the perfect. We can revisit an issue later to 
gain an even more just solution.  
 
Civil discourse is difficult, but we must engage the society from the perspective of Church belief and values. We do 
not leave our Catholicism at home or in the church building. We are part of the community of mankind and as such  
our voices must be raised for the good of all. We have a duty to speak up, engage our leaders and never surrender our 
values. The more effective we are, the greater civil unrest will cease. 
 
 Pace – bene, 


