
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

I believe it was St. Benedict who said, “Every day you think about dying.” Life is transitory and at least we 
know that at some time we will leave this life for another, hopefully a better one. Remember that if we do   
not die, we will live forever here on earth — imagine political elections FOREVER — Oy!!!! 

 

We bemoan the coarseness of the rhetoric of the candidates and their parties, but it is the nature of the beast 
when two or three are trying to convince you or me, they are better than others. If you think the rhetoric     
today is bad, go read the Lincoln-Douglas debates and the anti-Catholicism during Al Smith’s presidential 
campaign.  

 

As Catholics we must evaluate the candidates for office and how we believe they will work for the common 
good. Common sense helps us to separate out of our decision matters that do not matter in particular contests 
— one running for city council will not have any effect on whether we should go to war. On the other hand, 
local elections have enormous impact on our lives.  

 

Elections to positions on school boards, taxing authority, etc. can affect us more than we think. We should 
evaluate the changes nominees have in mind regarding policies etc. and then 
consider how their plan serves the common good. If a school district is failing 
its student a change in leadership is needed.  

 

As a people of faith, we are called to vote using BOTH civic and truths of our 
faith in making our judgement — the correct order between those two in first 
our faith then our civic knowledge. For example, a tax policy could be unjust 
when applied to the poor and a strong knowledge of faith should guide our   
decision. 

 

We must weight different issues with different importance. Our bishops      
teach us hat ‘the threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it 

directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the number 
of lives destroyed.’ While we noted not to ‘dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity 
such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty, and the death penalty,’ we renewed our commitment to  
protect the most fundamental of all human rights – the right to live. 
 

There are many weighty issues we must consider in these times and make these our decisions hard. One factor    
we should put behind is whether we like the person. It is much more important to consider how this person 
will work for the common good — we don’t have to like him or her. We have a moral obligation to participate 
in civic matters which requires that you and I do some research and practice sound judgement about the     
candidates asking for your vote. 

 

I have never been a fan of straight ballot voting. My grandmother would go to vote and just pull the lever for 
her party no matter who was on the list. She would say, “It doesn’t matter who is on the list, it’s the party that 
matters!” I world argue with her, but it she was adamant. Vote for the person you believe will best serve the 
common good when it comes to policy and law, remembering that God’s eternal law must be supreme in our 
lives. We should ask our elected person to think the same. 

 

I want you to know that I have NEVER given permission for people to place political flyers on cars parked on 
our property. Please do not go behind my back and do this. I know that feelings are heightened in these times, 
but good judgement must prevail. We may disagree on different issues, but that is no reason to exhibit bad 
manners. I admire the friendship between Justice Scalia and Justice Ginsburg, who were poles apart on issues, 
but remained good friends. We all should follow that example. 

 

October is Respect Life Month in our country — Let us work to build a culture of life that recognizes the 
rights of all person from conception to natural death no matter what size, color, ability, status, etc. and hope 
that a new culture will bring a peace with justice and harmony between us. A lofty goal indeed, but anything 
less will produce only less. We deserve better. 

 

 Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


