
 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

A long time ago, somewhere around fourteen billion years ago (give or take a few million) this universe came 

into existence. A Belgian priest named Georges Lemaître posited this theory about 100 years ago. From that 

origin, this universe has expanded and brought forth so much.  

 

Life on this planet began about 3.5 billion to 3.8 billion years ago. I don’t know exactly since I missed its  

debut. Many suggest that was the beginning of an evolutionary force that just, ‘began.’  Why? Why did this      

process even begin? Who or what began this force that brought forth all the living things we now know? It is    

apparent that the upward direction of life is a fact, but why? Is there a purpose to this upward direction from     

single cells to organisms with billions of cells? 

 

If there is only a blind force of origin, a blind force of direction, of random stickiness where the best          

adaptation to its environment remains – then there can be no purpose in this universe. The question, “Why?” has 

no place in any discussion. Purpose necessarily requires word, such as Why, Reason, Worth, Equality, Dignity, 

etc., etc., etc. If there is only random change, which is mindless, the results must be mindless or luck.  

 

If, however, there is a purpose to the upward direction, we can ask, Why?” Why, for example, did this       

upward thrust lead life to come up with bipeds? Why, for example, did this force keep moving past the single cell, 

to two, etc.? Why did this force drive the living beings to become a binary sexual creature? If there is no plan or 

design, why is there very low entropy in our universe?  

 

If there is no purpose, there is no life worth living. I might as well just do whatever I want, do what makes me 

feel good, demand that you stay out of my way, etc. There is no common good if there is no purpose. I don’t think 

I have ever met someone who thinks there is no such thing as purpose for life. Even those who hold for random 

chance have notions that we should be fair, just, kind. It seems they want Christian ethics without the commitment 

to follow its founder. 

 

For us, as individuals who are part of this teleological thrust of evolution, there is an ought to how we live out 

our time in this world. Each ought to live in accord with her or his purpose that originated not in random chance, 

but in the living creative power of the divine. You and I have a purpose to live in such a way that we do our utmost 

to discover what that purpose which best reflects the divine within us.  

 

St. John Newman prayed; God has created me to do Him; He has committed some work to me which He has 

not committed to another. I have my mission — I may never know it in this life, but I shall be told it in the next. I 

am a link in a chain, a bond of connection  between 

persons. He has not created me for naught. I shall do 

good, I shall do his work; I shall be a preacher of truth 

in my own place, while not intending it, if I but keep 

His commandments and serve Him in my calling.  

 

     One lesson I learned from this prayer is that the 

world does NOT owe me anything, I owe the world. As a disciple for Jesus the Christ my responsibility lies in 

what I can give, not take. I am not an isolated person claiming that my life is the most important but rather a part 

of something much greater than myself. My life belongs first of all to God not me; secondly my life belongs to 

others (family, parish, country, neighborhoods, etc.), it is not my own.  

 

But what about individuality? We will all stand before the judgment of Jesus and it will be a thorough     

judgment. He will judge how we lived our lives as a spouse, clergy, sibling, patriot, governor, president, teacher, 

etc., not as an individual in solitary individualism. We are made in the image and likeness of God who is a      

communion of persons. How could it be otherwise for you or me.  

 

This communitarian aspect to our lives actually lifts us up in keeping with this upward thrust of our universe 

because it puts us more in accord with the nature of our creator who is LOVE. 

 

 Pace – bene 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


