
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners, 
 

In the collect for today we ask God bestow in abundance your mercy upon us and grant that, with you as our ruler 

and guide, we make use the good things that pass in such a way as to hold fast even now to those that ever endure.  
 

Some of the good things good things are — God’s Natural Law, Ten Commandments, Scripture, Beatitudes, Gifts 

of the Spirit, Fruits of the Holy Spirit, the Church, her sacraments, et al. Of course, there are more but theses should be 

at the top of hill. We should add our free will and our ability to contemplate the richness of God’s creation. 
 

Our ability to reason has equipped the human race to develop language (spoken and written), build houses, roads, 

mighty buildings, Post-It Notes, slinky, bicycles, trucks, non-stink fry pans, x-rays, et al. We have established nations, 

health-care systems, schools, laboratories that find cures, agriculture expertise that helps to feed the world, etc. We have 

also built weapons of mass destruction, ways to kill one another even when the other is in the womb and so many hid-

den ways of death. We have enslaved and freed our own fellow human beings. We are a mixed bag. 
 

We are the children of God who are invited to take the high road. To do this we MUST know our past mistakes and 

failures so that we don’t repeat them. George Santayana’s dictum Those who cannot remember the past are condemned 

to repeat it. Skepticism is the chastity of the intellect.  
 

We all should have a healthy skepticism about the matters of this world. I spent several years working in radio and 

television with the Archdiocese and learned that the best attitude with the news media is to begin with the attitude that 

about 95% is tainted. In our modern society we want our news to be quick and simple, perhaps a picture and absent of 

subtlety. Add to that we should remember that the news sources have their own bias from which they report. 
 

I remember a conversation I had with my father when I was much younger. I came home and told him about an 

incident at the Jersey shore. A man was caught in a rip tide and was carried out too far to swim back to the shore. I was 

telling my dad how smart dolphins are and they pushed the man back to dry land. I thought that was cool. Dad said, 

“Billy, if that’s true it is great. But remember that dolphins like to push things. What we do not know is how many   

people they pushed further out into the ocean.” He taught me the great value of context. 
   

Msgr. Charles Pope wrote a very pastoral letter in the   

National Catholic Register that I think illustrates why we  

ought always to discover the context of any issue 

[www.ncregister.com/blog/msgr-pope/be-not-afraid]. Much   

of the angst over our country’s past, for example, arises from   

a lack of knowledge of the history they say that drives them. 

Msgr. Pope offers you and me a solid exposition of a faith 

filled context about the virus we are dealing with today. 
 

We deal with many health risks every day. We deal with 

driving to and from here and there, family who get sick, the 

elderly and those in hospice care, etc. In so many situations we 

look at the evidence, assess the risks, measure the values, etc.  
 

Fr. Jean-Pierre Causade offers sage advice in his, Abandonment to Divine Providence, “To avoid the anxieties 

which may be caused by either regret for the past or fear of the future, here is the rule to follow: The past must be left  

to God’s measureless mercy, the future to his loving providence; and the present must be given wholly to his love 

through our fidelity to his grace.” 
 

Let us trust divine providence, which is not always safe, but is ALWAYS good and merciful. Nothing more,    

nothing less, nothing else. 
 

 Pace – bene, 


