
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 

          Our new chapel is very near completion. This week the pews, altar, baptismal font etc. were delivered. 

Installation will take about a week to ten days. I expect we will get our final inspections finished no later 

than the end of the month.  

          The dedication and consecration of the altar will take place on September 8th. 

During August we will host a few “open house receptions” for donors and   

others to tour and enjoy this beautiful new space for worship.  Masses in the 

chapel will begin after the dedication. We need to consecrate the altar before 

we begin celebrating Mass on the altar. 

          We will begin hosting exposition in the new chapel at that time as well. This 

chapel will enable us to have exposition 24-7 as we add new adorers. The new 

area will be quieter and easier to access. We still will need a bit more time to 

finish the outdoor stations of the cross. I am confident you will find our new 

additions beautiful and an enhancement to our parish. 

 

 

************************* 

          At this time, our school is planning to open in August with our students     

returning to campus for the new academic year. We are putting shields on the 

desks, adding a day porter for sanitation, taking temperatures, rearranging 

schedules, distancing, etc. Our teachers will move from classroom to classroom for teaching. I am very 

pleased with all the work our administration has done to provide a safe environment for our students. We 

are working with the Catholic Schools Office of the Archdiocese and the TCCEB (our accrediting agency) 

which works in part with the TEA to provide a safe environment for staff, faculty, and students. As always, 

we will follow guidelines and directives as they are mandated. 

We continue to sanitize the church after all Masses, ask all attendees to wear face coverings, receive the 

Eucharist in the hand, keep adequate distance, etc. This is a difficult time for all of us as we move through 

this time of the virus. For both our parish and school please, – Wear your Mask – Observe Physical 

Space – Wash Your Hands Regularly. Let’s all work together. 

 

************************* 

          We are behind in achieving our parish goal for the Diocesan Services Fund this 

year. The DSF is our Archdiocesan program to help fund ministries that no one 

parish can accommodate. Our DSF helps to fund Catholic Charities ministries to 

children, marriage counseling, family counseling, senior services, et al. 

          My favorite ministries supported by our DSF is the Hospital and Jail chaplaincy 

department. Our generosity ensures that the sick (at this point of time only the   

hospital chaplains are allowed to anoint the dying) and imprisoned have access to 

the sacraments, the compassion of faith counseling, retreat weekends, et al. We 

parish priests cannot be everywhere, and these chaplains make possible the work of 

God to so many. 

The DSF also helps support the Archdiocesan Tribunal, Saint Mary Seminary, our Vocation Office and 

many more outreaches to our fellow Catholics throughout the diocese. I urge all who pledged to the DSF to 

continue fulfilling your pledge. If you have not pledged, please make a sacrificial pledge to support this 

most worthy outreach.  Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Pace – bene, 
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