
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners: 

On this great feast of Pentecost, we should all work to open our hearts to the Holy Spirit of Truth. Our      

natural world can fool us with mirages and other tricks of light that can seem to make things change shape. 

We’ve learned to recognize the optical illusions and function well as they arise. 

We know that some people will attempt to fool us in many different ways, but especially with deception     

of words. How many times have we used those, “Little white lies,” and even fool one’s self by thinking 

they’re not really lies? They are. 

Rumors abound these days about many things. You may have heard about a letter written by          

Archbishop Carlo Vigano about some using the Coronavirus pandemic situation to lay the groundwork for      

a one world government. Several other members of the clergy joined him, by signing the letter (even Bishop 

Strickland of Tyler).  

When you hear of these things step back and do some analysis. Does it make sense? Who are those   

setting up this government — extra-terrestrial invaders, subterranean shapeshifting lizard people, the 

Knights Templar, Republicans, Democrats, et al.? If one is proposing such an outcome, they owe us names 

and methods. Rumors can do great harm and we must learn how to be more discerning about believing the 

outlandish.  

Often the rumors are spread from gossip about a neighbor, acquaintance, etc. When that happens, we 

have the opportunity to correct the rumor, help the person find the truth, invite the person to conversion, etc. 

If you hear a rumor about me, tell the person you will set up a time for the two of you to sit down with 

me and find out the truth (pennies to dollars they will not accept your offer). Often these conversations start 

off, “I probably shouldn’t say this.” Please help be holy and say, “You’re right. Don’t say it.” God will    

always remember how you took a risk and invited another to holiness. I can hear him say, “Good for you, 

faithful and courageous servant!” 

As we celebrate this great feast of Pentecost we can bolster our courage and holy 

boldness by praying that the Holy Spirit whom we received at Baptism and     

Confirmation will inspire us more and more each day. This power from on high 

(cf. Lk 24:49) has been given to you to help you grow in wisdom, age and favor 

before God and others like the Savior before you (cf. Lk. 2:52). 

We have been given his seven wonderful gifts to aid us in our daily lives —    

Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, Counsel, Piety, Fortitude, and Fear of the 

Lord. I suggest again that we pray vigorously every day for one of them. Since 

there are seven days every week, assign each day to pray for a specific gift – the 

order does not matter. Make this prayer a regular element of your prayer and listen 

to how the Holy Spirit is prompting you to walk more intimately with Jesus. 

We cannot be intimate with God if we do not know him. The very word intimate 

comes from Latin and means to know another, not just superciliously, but profoundly. We were given a   

divine gift at our confirmation when the Holy Spirit infused the gift of Fear of the Lord.  

This filial fear means I know God so well that I would never do something to offend him and lose his 

friendship. It is to know so well that even the smallest thoughts or deeds are measured against the standard 

of whether they might offend God. This is not done in any degree of scrupulosity, but in the disposition of 

complete trust and love. It is, in its highest fulfillment, to see the face of God in the here and the now. What 

a gift! 

Take time to get to know this third person of the Holy Trinity. The love between the Father and the Son 

is so perfect and complete that it exists as a person, the Holy Spirit. We are so blessed. 

 Pace – bene, 


