
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

Dear Parishioners: 
We can make two mistakes when walking with God. We can look up to the exclusion of checking out 

the landscape — or look down at the landscape and forget the heavens. In the fullness of the life to come, 
we will be able to spend an eternity gazing into the eyes of the beatific vision and never grow tired. 

There we will behold a vision so beautiful that our contemplation will never be exhausted or distracted. 
Our hearts will burn with a joy so complete that never again will sadness come close or pull us away from 
the vision’s author, Life Himself. "What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered 
the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him," (1 Cor. 2:9) reminds us that even the 
Apostles cannot tell us what glory lies beyond the boundaries of this life. 

     In the meantime, in this part of heaven, we must keep part of our vision on the matters of this life. 
We live amidst a culture of death which will do  
all in its power to trip us up and plant seeds of  
despair and dissent. So we must keep an eye  
out for those elements of this world which are  
detrimental to salvation. 
     Our Gospel today gives one of the earliest 
“names” for Mass, the breaking of bread.” The  
story of the disciples walk to Emmaus was a  
favorite in the Church. Jesus is so close and he  
desires so much for you and me to have hearts 
burning in our breasts to know him and his salvific 
love alive in daily life. God does not love us from a 
distance, but right inside our very being. He is closer 
to ourselves than we are. We receive him and he 
turns us into his body. 
     Now we can impede this process if we decide to 
limit his power. Perhaps we approach the altar and, 
while prepared to receive him, have in our hearts a 
prejudice, dislike, habitual sin and remind Jesus not 
to touch that area. We can halt the progress desires 

to initiate in our hearts. When that happens, we trip and fall. We find ourselves carrying grudges and little 
plots to hinder the other. 

And all the time Jesus weeps over our hardness of heart and stubbornness of will. It is not necessary 
that we carry these burdens. Jesus has carried them to the cross and grave. We are invited to something  
so much more. For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare,  
not for woe! plans to give you a future full of hope (Jer. 29:11).   

Let’s keep one eye on the fullness and one in this part of heaven. If we are diligent in this effort, we 
will find him who is Love at the end. In this time, we 
do not have the opportunity to break bread together, 
so it is important that we build the habit of making a 
daily spiritual communion prayer (see box to the right). 

I know it is not the same as receiving Him at Mass 
in the presence of our community of faith. I long for 
the day we will return the joy of communal Church 
together.  

Know that Jesus is truly present in you and your 
family. Stay strong in faith, habits, and commitment to 
virtue. This shall pass and we will once again sing and 
praise God together. 

 Pace – bene, 

Rembrandt painted several versions of the disciples on the road to  
Emmaus. The Gospel account touched him deeply. 

My Jesus,  
I believe that You are present in  
the Most Holy Sacrament.  
I love You above all things,  
and I desire to receive You into my soul.  
Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramen-
tally, 
come at least spiritually into my heart.  
I embrace You as if You were already there  
and unite myself wholly to You.  
Never permit me to be separated from You. 
Amen. 


