
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 

 

This second Sunday of Easter we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. St. John Paul II the Great has termed mercy as  

the most stupendous quality of God — The Church lives an authentic life when she professes and proclaims mercy-the 

most stupendous attribute of the Creator and of the Redeemer-and when she brings people close to the sources of the        

Savior's mercy, of which she is the trustee and dispenser (Dives Misericordia -Rich in Mercy, 13 emphasis added). 
 

I am including some sections of our Catechism that speak to Jesus as a revelation of the Father’s merciful love.  

They are not the only sections that speak to God’s mercy. 
 

     Jesus' invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a      

characteristic feature of his teaching. Through his parables he invites people      

to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a radical choice: to gain the  

kingdom, one must give everything. Words are not enough, deeds are required. 

The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or good earth for the 

word? What use has he made of the talents he has received? Jesus and the     

presence of the kingdom in this world are secretly at the heart of the parables. 

One must enter the kingdom, that is, become a disciple of Christ, in order to 

"know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven". For those who stay "outside",     

everything remains enigmatic (546). 

   

   Jesus gave scandal above all when he identified his merciful conduct toward 

sinners with God's own attitude toward them. He went so far as to hint that by 

sharing the table of sinners he was admitting them to the messianic banquet.    

But it was most especially by forgiving sins that Jesus placed the religious       

authorities of Israel on the horns of a dilemma. Were they not entitled to demand 

in consternation, "Who can forgive sins but God alone?" By forgiving sins Jesus 

either is blaspheming as a man who made himself God's equal, or is speaking the 

truth and his person really does make present and reveal God's name (589). 
 

    The process of conversion and repentance was described by Jesus in the       

parable of the prodigal son, the center of which is the merciful father: the          

fascination of illusory freedom, the abandonment of the father's house; the      

extreme misery in which the son finds himself after squandering his fortune;      

his deep humiliation at finding himself obliged to feed swine, and still worse, at  

wanting to feed on the husks the pigs ate; his reflection on all he has lost; his  

repentance and decision to declare himself guilty before his father; the journey 

back; the father's generous welcome; the father's joy - all these are characteristic of the process of conversion. The  

beautiful robe, the ring, and the festive banquet are symbols of that new life - pure worthy, and joyful - of anyone who 

returns to God and to the bosom of his family, which is the Church. Only the heart of Christ who knows the depths  of his 

Father's love could reveal to us the abyss of his mercy in so simple and beautiful a way (1439). 
 

The Gospel is the revelation in Jesus Christ of God's mercy to sinners. The angel announced to Joseph: "You shall 

call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins." The same is true of the Eucharist, the sacrament of     

redemption: "This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins" (1846). 
 

How blest we are to have such a merciful God! Let us share the mercy he bestows on us to our family and our  

neighbors. 
 

  Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


