
 

Dear Parishioners, 

We hear again this beautiful account of the magi from the east who come to find the newborn king of the Jews (cf. Mt. 
2:1-3). It was probably a sight to be seen — these strangely garbed men, pagan star gazers, maybe sorcerers, eliciting 
questions. They go to Herod, probably because as King of the Jews, the new king would be found in Jerusalem. 

Wisdom from Pope Benedict XVI — These men who set out towards the unknown were, in any event, men with a restless 
heart. Men driven by a restless quest for God and the salvation of the world. They were filled with expectation, not          
satisfied with their secure income and their respectable place in society. They were looking for something greater. They 
were no doubt learned men, quite knowledgeable about the heavens and probably possessed of a fine philosophical           
formation. But they desired more than simply knowledge about things. They wanted above all else to know what is        
essential. They wanted to know how we succeed in being human. And therefore, they wanted to know if God exists, and 
where and how he exists. Whether he is concerned about us and how we can encounter him. Nor did they want just to 
know. They wanted to understand the truth about ourselves and about God and the world. Their outward pilgrimage was 
an expression of their inward journey, the inner pilgrimage of their hearts. They were men who sought God and were       
ultimately on the way towards him. They were seekers after God. 

… Let us return to the Wise Men from the East. These were also, and above all, men of courage, the courage and humility 
born of faith. Courage was needed to grasp the meaning of the star as a sign to set out, to go forth — towards the              
unknown, the uncertain, on paths filled with hidden         
dangers. We can imagine that their decision was met with 
derision: the scorn of those realists who could only mock 
the reveries of such men. Anyone who took off on the  
basis of such uncertain promises, risking everything, 
could only appear ridiculous. But for these men, inwardly 
seized by God, the way which he pointed out was more 
important than what other people thought. For them, 
seeking the truth meant more than the taunts of the world, 
so apparently clever. 

I think we all have restless hearts at times and perhaps all 
the time. We are on lifelong journey to attain tranquility 
and rest from so much of the natural world. We catch 
flashes of what is to come in tender moments with a 
spouse, the quiet times of peace, (which never last for 
long), the birth of a baby, starry nights, the finale of Mahler’s Resurrection, etc. There is great beauty in our world which 
reflects the beauty of God. We do not have the star, but we do have beauty that is capable of leading us to God. 

Let’s be the wise people who seek out God and make it known to others. We should be all be ready to speak of the            
wisdom of God. The Magi studied the manuscripts and connected the dots of who was to come. We are the beneficiaries 
of their courage and are invited to spread the word that there was a King sent from God who has come to save us from our 
sins. 

Chalk the doors, put a religious statue in the front yard, ensure you have picture of Mary in your house where guests can 
see and so many other outward physical signs. Pray for an increase of fortitude that you will speak to others in your family 
and friends of your joy in finding the newborn King — not just time in the past but even today — BE THE WISE         
WOMEN AND MEN TODAY! 

MAKE HIM KNOWN. EVANGELIZE THE KING TO ALL YOU ENCOUNTER! 

Pace – bene, 

 
Msgr. Bill’s Weekly Letter... 


