
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 

 

Dear Parishioners: 

I have been asked [several times] about Pope Francis’ statement about “civil unions” for people of same 
sex orientation. People have jumped on this statement either to say it’s about time or the pope has finally 
gone over to the dark side.  

STOP!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

As is often the course, the comments of the pope [other leaders can get the same treatment] are often 
given without the context of the words. Without the context we lose any qualifying aspects and the nuances 
the comments deserve. Furthermore, he is our pope and we Catholics should approach his words as the   
Vicar of Christ. Before we go off the cliff, we owe him the benefit of researching what he ACTUALLY said  
and in what CONTEXT.  

While the pope did say those words on camera, he did not say them in that order, or use those phrases 
in immediate proximity. CNA has bolded the appearance of those words in an excerpted translation of the 
pope’s remarks during his 2019 interview [only a small portion of the article] — 

 

“I was asked a question on a flight - after it made me mad, made me mad for how one news outlet 
transmitted it - about the familial integration of people with homosexual orientation, and I said, homosexual 
people have a right to be in the family, people w ith homosexual orientation have a right to be  
in the family and parents have the right to recognize that son as homosexual, that daughter as homosexual. 
Nobody should be thrown out of the family, or be made miserable because of it.” 

The archbishop [Archbishop Victor Manuel Fernandez] before he became the pope, then Cardinal-
Bergoglio “always recognized that, without calling it ‘marriage,’ in fact there are very close unions between 
people of the same sex, which do not in themselves imply sexual relations, but a very intense and stable  
alliance. They know each other thoroughly, they share the same roof for many years, they take care of each 
other, they sacrifice for each other. Then it may happen that they prefer that in an extreme case or illness 
they do not consult their relatives, but that person who knows their intentions in depth. And for the same 
reason they prefer that it be that person who inherits all their assets, etc. This can be contemplated in the 
law and is called ‘civil union’ [unión civil] or ‘law of civil coexistence’ [ley de convivencia civil], not marriage.”  

 

As you see, this is NOT an end of the Church statement. It is NOT an exercise of infallibility, nor calls for 
a revision of Church teaching, nor acceptance of secularism, rather a pastor expressing a concern for people.  

We owe our pope a respect and affection of our heart even when his style may grate our nerves. I know 
some who often though St. John Paull II was way too loose on liturgical issues, especially during the world 
youth days. I wanted to bop them (I didn’t). Pope Benedict knocked my socks when he called Eucharistic 
adoration a, “mouth to mouth kiss with God,” The Latin word for adoration is ad-oratio - mouth to mouth 
contact, a kiss, an embrace, and hence, ultimately love (25 Aug. 2005). 

There are some who look for the worst about our pope and that is a shame. The Holy Spirit guided the 
cardinals to elect Pope Francis, a sinner like you and me, a flawed human being like you and me. Everyone 
reading this wants others to give them the “benefit of doubt” before derision. Our pope deserves that same 
benefit. 

Exercise severe caution in those web sites that always look for the salacious, the worst, use pejorative 
language about the pope. It is beneath us to treat him with such disrespect. Remember that many, if not 
most, media outlooks report Church news in the worst possible way. We must be intelligent about Church 
news and make sincere efforts to find the real truth. 

I recommend Catholic News Agency as a solid resource for Church news catholicnewsagency.com and 
encourage you go to this site on a regular basis. You will find reliable news that includes context and nuance 
that allows each to understand better what is happening. We and our Holy Father deserve it. 

Pace – bene, 


