
 

Dear Parishioners, 

 

This time of pandemic has produced an atmosphere of nervousness, sadness, isolation, suspicion, fear et al. It also has 

been a time of families spending more time together, walking, biking, etc. It has affected how we open our church for Mass 

and prayer. I don’t think any of us foresaw all this. 

For some our cardinal’s mandate that reception of the Eucharist is to be done only in the hand has brought strong    

uncomfortableness. Some have decided that they would not receive in this way. 

I implore you not to allow how you receive the Eucharist override your reception of the Second Person of the Holy 

Trinity. I realize your desire to receive on the tongue — born out of respect for the sacrament, family custom, sincerity, etc. 

— is a not a surface behavior. Some will make a spiritual communion, but it is not the reception of the sacrament.          

Receiving in the hand may well be uncomfortable but it is not sinful, wrong, sacrilegious, worse, etc.  

Receiving Jesus whether on the hand or on the tongue calls forth from you or me an attitude of humility that the Savior 

of the universe would deem to enter my body. St. Pope Pius VI issued the indult (permission) in 1969 and by the end of his 

pontificate some 30+ countries had asked and received an indult to allow communion on the hand. Our bishop, Cardinal 

DiNardo has issued this mandate for a temporary time as we deal with this virus.  

I pray this situation will end sooner rather than later. Again, I implore that we all focus on receiving our Lord Jesus 

with great reverence and faith. This is no small matter for those who sincerely see reception on the tongue as the better 

way. I respect all those who desire communion on the tongue but in this time of the pandemic our bishop set down a     

temporary regulation and I pray we return soon to meet your desire to receive on the tongue.  

*************************  

We are awaiting the final inspection from the City of Houston for our Lady of Lourdes Chapel. We have a temporary 

certificate of occupancy, so we can use the Chapel but are a few items still need attention. You may have noticed that the 

crosses for outdoor stations are now in place.  

In addition we continue to work with West University on their plans to improve their drainage of storm water by    

replacing the two lines crossing the field on the south side of our property. I studied theology and all this can be complicat-

ed for my brain. Thank goodness that we have a strong Buildings and Grounds team who understand all the details, and a   

department of our diocese that advises us on the complexities of property management.  

*************************  

The next two months will bring many Church celebrations — All Saints, All Souls, Advent, Immaculate Conception, 

Christmas, etc. We will celebrate Thanksgiving, family gatherings, business parties (some virtual), sending cards and   

maybe some shopping. It can be exciting and exhausting. 

Now is a time to begin to look at your end of year giving. For us who must take a mandatory distribution from an   

IRA (not necessary this year) it is wonderful way to give a gift to the church or other charity. When you give your gift   

directly from your RIA, 401K or 403B you avoid paying taxes on those funds.  You can give gifts of stocks that can have 

tax advantages. There are other ways to give larger gifts than usual. PLEASE work with your financial advisor to help 

avoid pitfalls. See our website giving page for more information. 

Please keep in mind the Diocesan Services Fund that helps our archdiocesan ministries such as the hospital chaplain 

corps, the clergy who serve our fellow Catholics in the prisons, the Catholic student ministries in the universities in our  

area, and many, many more.  

Remember that we must meet our goal (we cannot send the chaplains home in the middle of the year). When we go 

over our goal, usually half of the overage is returned to our parish and half to our inner city schools for educations. This 

year 100% of the overage is returned to the parish.  

 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

Pace – Bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


