
 

Dear Parishioners, 

This is a summary of Catholic News Agency’s article on the release of Fratelli tutti, the new encyclical of Pope 

Francis published on 4 October 2020. 

 

“Fratelli tutti,” the text’s opening phrase, means “All brothers” in Italian. The words are taken from the     
writings of St. Francis of Assisi.  

 

The pope said he was struck that, when St. Francis met with the Egyptian Sultan Al-Kamil in 2019, he “urged 
that all forms of hostility or conflict be avoided and that a humble and fraternal ‘subjection’ be shown to those who 
did not share his faith.” 

 

“The following pages do not claim to offer a complete teaching on fraternal love, but rather to consider its  
universal scope, its openness to every man and woman,” he wrote. “I offer this social encyclical as a modest      
contribution to continued reflection, in the hope that in the face of present-day attempts to eliminate or ignore     
others, we may prove capable of responding with a new vision of fraternity and social friendship that will not      
remain at the level of words.” 

 

In the opening chapter, he laid out the challenges facing humanity amid the coronavirus crisis, which has  
killed more than a million people worldwide. He cited wars, the “throwaway culture” that includes abortion and 
euthanasia, neglect of the elderly, discrimination against women, and slavery, among other threats.  

 

“In today’s world, the sense of belonging to a single human family is fading, and the dream of working         
together for justice and peace seems an outdated utopia,” he wrote. “What reigns instead is a cool, comfortable  
and globalized indifference, born of deep disillusionment concealed behind a deceptive illusion: thinking that we  
are all-powerful, while failing to realize that we are all in the same boat.” 

 

The pope underlined that racism remained a threat, comparing it to a virus that “quickly mutates and, instead 
of disappearing, goes into hiding, and lurks in waiting.” He also said that “hidden exiles,” such as people with   
disabilities, should be encouraged to participate fully in society. 

 

He argued that individualism “does not make us more free, more equal, more fraternal.” What is needed, he 
said, is a “universal love” that promotes the dignity of every human being.  

 

In the fifth chapter, the pope called for states to adopt policies that promoted the common good, critiquing both 
an “unhealthy” populism and an excessively individualistic liberalism. He said that populism could conceal a lack 
of concern for the vulnerable, while liberalism could be used to serve the economic interests of the powerful. 

 

He also highlighted the “urgent need to combat all that threatens or violates fundamental human rights,”    
especially hunger and human trafficking, which he called a “source of shame for humanity.”  

 

In chapter seven, he discussed the conditions for peace and reconciliation, deploring the injustices of war and 
calling for an end to the use of the death penalty worldwide.  
Francis ended the letter with both an ecumenical prayer and a 
“Prayer to the Creator,” which read: “Lord, Father of our human 
family, you created all human beings equal in dignity: pour forth 
into our hearts a fraternal spirit and inspire in us a dream of     
renewed encounter, dialogue, justice and peace.” 

 

“May our hearts be open to all the peoples and nations of the 
earth. May we recognize the goodness and beauty that you have 
sown in each of us, and thus forge bonds of unity, common pro-
jects, and shared dreams. Amen.” 

 

This is a very short summery of the encyclical. I strongly           
encourage all to go to the Vatican website and read the         
entire letter. We must not surrender to a fatalistic attitude that    

there is nothing we can do or that “they” must make all the changes first. We are all made in the image and likeness 
of God and possess a God given dignity.  

 

Let us build on this universal quality of every human being. Please don’t take a summary as the best way to 
understand what our Holy Father and Vicar of Christ offers for our deepening of living as disciples of the Lord of 
Love. 

 

 Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor ... 


