
 

Dear Parishioners, 
 The other day I found this article by Fr. Ed Broom, OMV on Catholic Exchange, a very reliable Catholic web site. 
Each day the site offers three articles of interest, a saint of the day, links to the readings. Check it out. I have abbreviated 
the sections and encourage you to go to the site for the full article. I think you will find it valuable. 
 1. Admonish the Sinner 

Easier said than done! Doing this can be extremely difficult, but it is exceedingly necessary now more than ever. Read 
the words of the Apostle Saint James: “My brothers, if anyone among you should stray from the truth and someone 
bring him back, he should know that whoever brings back a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from 
death and will cover a multitude of sins.” (James 5: 19-20) 

2. Instruct the Ignorant 
We all have heard the proverb: “Charity begins at home.” Next, it is incumbent upon parents to teach their children  

 all that refers to God, the Commandments, the Sacraments, prayer, Marian devotion, and much more… The primary 
responsibility of parents bringing children into this world is to bring these children into heaven.  
The school is not the first teacher, nor the catechism teacher, nor even the Pastor or priest. No! The first teachers must 
be Mom and Dad. This necessarily implies the process of ongoing or permanent formation on the part of the parents. 
Another proverb is worthy of injecting here: “You cannot give what you do not have.”  

3. Counsel the Doubtful 
Much can be said on this Spiritual work of mercy, but we will briefly mention one: the importance of solid spiritual 
direction. Saint Teresa of Avila, Saint Faustina Kowalska, as well as Saint Margaret Mary Alocoque all were strongly 
dependent on spiritual direction so as to discern God’s will in their lives.  

4. Comfort the Sorrowful 
… In desolation we may feel sad, or even exhausted as if nobody really cares for us while life seems useless and  

 without meaning. We all go through this state at times; it is part of being human. However, when you are aware of 
somebody going through this state, do all you can to be a source of encouragement. … We become like Simon of  

 Cyrene who helped Jesus to carry His cross. 
5. Bear Wrongs Patiently 

… Trust God! He will be there with you to help you to patiently carry the cross. Of immense help could be to meditate 
upon Jesus carrying His cross heading towards His crucifixion. Even though Jesus fell three times, He still got up with 
the weight of the sins of the world on His weary and blood-beaten shoulders.  

6. Forgive All Injuries 
May God help us! We have arrived at the heart of mercy in our dealing with others. Mercy is a two-way street!  

 If we want to receive mercy from God, then we must be merciful and forgive those who have done us wrong.  
One hint in the area of forgiveness: Accept the fact that all of your life people will hurt you. The most common place 
that we are wounded is in the context of our family, with family members. The key is this: forgive immediately!  

 As soon as anybody hurts or wounds you, then pray for that person and forgive immediately. If done, you have won  
 a major victory over self and shown God how much you love Him by practicing mercy. 
7. Pray for the Living and the Dead 

One of the greatest acts of charity we can do in our lives is to simply pray for others, both the living and the dead.  
With respect to the living, there should be a hierarchy of importance. If married and with a family this should be the 
order: first spouse, children, parents, brothers and sisters, relatives, friends, co-workers and associates, and we should 
also pray for those we do not like and even for our enemies!  

 

   I am writing this on the feast of the Assumption of Mary. I again always encourage you to carry a  
rosary on your person. This wonderful prayer has brought consolation, 
courage, serenity, inspiration to many for centuries. It brings us closer to 
Christ Jesus with the meditations on his life and teaching. I always carry 
an Irish penal rosary and find that when I hold it in my hand a peaceful 
moment follows. 

   You can find these on the Internet, most religious goods store or even make 
your own. Once you get one ask one of the priests or deacons to bless it. Every 
blessing praises God and prays for his gifts. … This is why the Church imparts 
blessings by invoking the name of Jesus, usually while making the holy sign of 
the cross of Christ (Catechism 1671). 

  

 Pace – bene, 
 

A Letter From Our Pastor…  

For the mysteries of the  

rosary or a "refresher,"  

on all the prayers used 

please visit: 
 

www.svdp-houston.org/ 

how-to-pray-the-rosary  


