
 

Dear Parishioners: 

   I am writing this on the feast of St. Bonaventure, O.F.M (1221 – 1274) the  

Seraphic Doctor of the Church. We do not know much about his early life. It seems 

that through the intercession of St. Francis of Assisi he was cured of a serious  

disease. He joined the Franciscan Order when he was twenty-two. Recognized for 

his intelligence he was sent to Paris to study and eventually became a professor.  

   He was known for his desire to put Jesus as the head of all his efforts. Brilliant in 

his thoughts and writing, he won over many more because of his embrace of the love 

of God.  

   His two most famous works are the Biography of Saint Francis and The Souls 

Journey to God. He writes, Seek grace not instruction desire not understanding, 

seek the groaning of prayer over diligent reading, seek the Spouse more than the 

teacher, seek God not man, darkness not clarity Not light but the fire itself.  

   Like Francis, Bonaventure strove to live a life of abandoning himself to God’s 

love. As brilliant as he was, the beauty of love drew him to desire above all else the 

beauty of the beatific face of God.  
 

   The journal, FIRST THINGS, opines — The U.S. Center for Disease Control and Prevention reports that rates of  

suicide are at the highest level since World War II. Among ten to thirty-four-year-olds, suicide is the second leading cause 

of death. The researchers interpret this as a sign of mental crisis. Doubtless that’s true, but what is driving the crisis?  

Lack of available treatment and services for the mentally ill? That can’t be an explanation, since far fewer resources were 

available a generation ago. The most likely explanation is today’s dominate culture, committed to moral deregulation  

is noxious and harmful. 

   This should not surprise us. The more “friends” we have on Facebook, the less friendship we experience. The more we 

choose to live in the false freedom of doing what I want, the more enslaved my life is chained to momentary sensual  

pleasure and always wanting more feel-good moments. The inevitable world of me – myself – my shadow – and I shrinks 

into a very small place. 

   The Holy Spirit of God led the bishops to teach profound truths during the second Vatican Council. In Gaudium Spes (24) 

we read, Indeed, the Lord Jesus, when He prayed to the Father, "that all may be one. . . as we are one" (John 17:21-22) 

opened up vistas closed to human reason, for He implied a certain likeness between the union of the divine Persons, and 

the unity of God's sons in truth and charity. This likeness reveals that man, who is the only creature on earth which God 

willed for itself, cannot fully find himself except through a sincere gift of himself (cf. 2Cor. 5:15) [emphasis added]. 

   And again, As God did not create man for life in isolation, but for the formation of social unity, so also "it has pleased 

God to make men holy and save them not merely as individuals, without bond or link between them, but by making them 

into a single people, a people which acknowledges Him in truth and serves Him in holiness."(13) So from the beginning  

of salvation history He has chosen men not just as individuals but as members of a certain community.  

   The more we focus on self, the more our self-demands, and the lonelier we become since there will never be enough. 

Happiness comes from within which is why we must strive to give that sincere gift of self. It sounds a bit counterintuitive, 

but we do not live on intuition, rather choices that take us beyond the limits of the self. It is the way Jesus lived, Not my 

will, but yours Father, (cf. Mt. 26:39; Mk. 14:36; Lk. 22:42; Jn. 6:38). This is the truly Christian attitude by which to live. 

Anything else will end up being destructive to one’s life because it leads to self-centered way of life. Jesus is the ultimate 

model of what it means to be human. We should strive for nothing less. 
 

  Pace – Bene, 
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