
 

 
Dear Parishioners: 
The Spirit of the LORD comes upon us. God’s breath is breathed into our souls a vivifying power of the  
Divine Trinity. He is the fire of God that impels us to get up, get out, get busy proclaiming the glory of the 
LORD.  
 

At the very beginning, … and [God] breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 
being (Genesis 2:7). For the rest of the creatures [plants, fish, etc.]  an act of God’s will was all that was 
needed, but for man and women something more was required. We are more than the rest of creation and this 
direct breath which is much more intimate and demanding. We must get up and do good things that bring 
God’s gifts to others. We must get up and move. 
 

To be sure, God does not leave us merely with our natural abilities. He 
is always generous in the grace given to you and me to do what he asks. 
Just a reminder below: 
 

 Wisdom — to judge and order all things in accordance with God’s holy 
will 

 Understanding — to give deeper insight to matters of faith and go deeper 
into our faith 

 Counsel — to help us be ready to receive the truths of God, to prompt us 
to ask, ”Will this choice lead me to holiness?” 

 Fortitude — to help us overcome difficulties or to endure suffering and to 
bring a confidence to virtue 

 Knowledge — to judge rightly the things of God 
 Piety — to show reverence to God and others as children of God 
 Fear of the LORD — to help us avoid sin and attachments to earthly 

things, and to choose what is right because I don’t want to be separated 
from God 

 

These gifts give us the fuel to get up and move towards God’s beauty 
and goodness. The following chart helps to put the seven gifts in  
alignment with a virtue and Beatitude. 

 
 

God has given you and me wonderful teachings to aid us in living the truth who is the Word made Flesh. 
There is an inter-relatedness in God’s gifts and when we appropriate this matrix our lives will blossom into 
the beauty only God can give. It is in His truth that the authenticity of the human person will rise to the top 
and bring forth a renewed vision and action for one’s life.  
 

That vision and focus will get us up, out and busy for God’s holy will. Let the red we wear be a fire for God. 
 Pace – bene,  

Seven Gifts Virtues Beatitudes 

Wisdom Love Blessed are the peacemakers 

Understanding Faith Blessed are the pure of heart 

Counsel Prudence Blessed are the merciful 

Fortitude Courage Blessed are those who hunger and thirst 

Knowledge Faith Blessed are those who mourn 

Piety Justice / Temperance Blessed are the meek 

Fear of the Lord Hope / Temperance Blessed are the poor in spirit 
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