
 

 
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

  About three weeks ago I was listening to Catholic radio [AM 1430]. They were in the midst of soliciting 

gifts for the support of the Catholic radio network. I called in a pledge and when it was announced the  

commentators recognized that I was from SVdP in Houston. His partner remarked that she often hears our 

parish mentioned during their fund raising times. 

  Thank you all who help sponsor Catholic radio. It is a welcome bit of fresh air in the dessert of talk radio 

presenting positivity and hope filled vision for life. 
 

  Most of you often read postings from Catholic News Agency web site. This week you will see we celebrate the feast 

of Sts. Peter and Paul. As early as the year 258, there is evidence of an already lengthy tradition of celebrating the  

solemnities of both Saint Peter and Saint Paul on the same day. Together, the two saints are the founders of the See  

of Rome, through their preaching, ministry and martyrdom there.  

   Peter was a bold follower of the Lord. He was the first to recognize that Jesus was “the Messiah, the Son of the  

living God,” and eagerly pledged his fidelity until death. In his boldness, he also made many mistakes, however,  

such as losing faith when walking on water with Christ and betraying the Lord on the night of His passion. 

  St. Peter spent his last years in Rome, leading the Church through persecution 

and eventually being martyred in the year 64. He was crucified upside-down at his 

own request, because he claimed he was not worthy to die as his Lord.  

He was buried on Vatican hill, and St. Peter's Basilica is built over his tomb. 

  St. Paul was the Apostle of the Gentiles. His letters are included in the writings 

of the New Testament, and through them we learn much about his life and the 

faith of the early Church. 

  Saul's conversion took place as he was on his way to Damascus to persecute the 

Christian community there. As he was traveling along the road, he was suddenly 

surrounded by a great light from heaven. He was blinded and fell off his horse.  

He then heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”  

He answered: “Who are you, Lord?” Christ said: “I am Jesus, whom you are  

persecuting.” 

  Saul continued to Damascus, where he was baptized and his sight was restored. 

He took the name Paul and spent the remainder of his life preaching the Gospel 

tirelessly to the Gentiles of the Mediterranean world. 

  Paul was imprisoned and taken to Rome, where he was beheaded in the year 67. He is buried in Rome in the Basilica 

of St. Paul Outside the Walls. 

  In a sermon in the year 395, St. Augustine of Hippo said of Sts. Peter and Paul: “Both apostles share the same feast 

day, for these two were one; and even though they suffered on different days, they were as one. Peter went first,  

and Paul followed. And so we celebrate this day made holy for us by the apostles' blood. Let us embrace what they  

believed, their life, their labors, their sufferings, their preaching, and their confession of faith.” Thank you, CNA.  

  We are invited to follow in their footsteps by proclaim the message of Jesus to the world. That does not mean we have 

to get up, pack out bags and go off to ends of the earth. We can begin within our own family with a renewed effort to 

speak always with kindness and truth. How about speaking to your neighbor and inviting him or her to join our faith 

and by sharing your joy when you receive the holy Eucharist? There is a myriad of opportunities to Evangelize [spread 

the Good News] by utilizing the gifts God has given you. 

  Peter called himself a sinful man (Lk 5:8) and Paul persecuted the new way of following God (Acts 22:4). Imagine 

what God can do with us if we allow Him. 
  

 Pace – bene,  
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