
 

 
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

  Almost thirteen centuries ago in the small city of Lanciano, Italy on the Adriatic coast, a priest was celebrating holy 

Mass. We don’t know his name, but it is said of him that he was better versed in science than theology.  

Be that as it may, he was doubtful about the true presence of Jesus in the Eucharist. He was celebrating the Mass when 

after the words of consecration, he saw that the host had turned to flesh and the wine into blood. Those at the Mass 

were invited up to the altar to view this miracle. Shortly after the blood coagulated into five globules of various size but 

the flesh remained the same. Soon the bishop ordered an investigation of the event. Witnesses were interviewed, the 

elements were placed on a scale and even though they were of different sizes, they weighted the same.  

  Investigations were conducted on the tissue and globules in 1574, 1713, 1970 and again in 1981. The results came 

back the same. Some of the major findings report — the flesh is human and has the structure of the myocardium [heart 

wall] – no traces of preservatives were discovered – the blood type is AB [same as blood on the Shroud of Turin] –  

any combination of the globules weights the same [any single globule weighs the same as two, any two the same  

as three, etc.] – the blood has the proteins as fresh blood. 

  Any one of these facts is amazing but putting them together is a very strong sign 

that God has given us a Eucharistic miracle. It is the first such miracle and perhaps 

the most dramatic. One can visit the miracle by visiting the church of St. Francis in  

Lanciano. 

  I was reading some of the objections from some scientists about this miracle.  

One of them asked, “Why? Why would God do this?” Science does not do well with 

mystery. My question is, “Why not?” it seems to me that God has every right and 

desire that we see the stupendous gift of the Eucharist. God used this priest’s doubt to 

manifest the true presence of Jesus. Indeed, one person can make a difference even 

when he was not trying to do so. I am including two links to short videos about this 

miracle; https://youtu.be/6PJ8BORx1p8 & https://youtu.be/whbzLYi7cyc 

  On this wonderful celebration of Corpus Christi, the Solemnity of The Body and 

Blood our Church calls upon us to focus intently on the true presence of Jesus in the  

Eucharist. What we see as bread and wine is, in reality, the Second Person of the  

Holy Trinity, Body, Blood, Soul and Divinity in the palm of our hand or the tip of 

our tongue. 

  Heaven comes to us in the person of Jesus. There is no music, no preaching that can take the place of the Eucharist. 

Every Mass we are blessed to witness the miracle of God coming to us. He promised that he would be with as always 

and what better way than to come into our entire person, body, mind and soul.  

  Perhaps each of us could spend some time meditating on the reality of ultimate holiness within us. What ramifications 

does this reality have for us in our thinking, our decisions, our speaking, driving, family life, etc., etc., etc. Every aspect 

of our lives is called to holiness in imitation of Jesus. It is not just our souls that make us holy, but our body's as well as 

our entire person. 

  Set some special time this week to visit our Lord in adoration. These times in solitude with God can touch our hearts 

in a deep and abiding consolation. We can be in the presence of God without distractions or interruptions, one to one 

with God. He is truly present in our midst.  

  Help us O God, with your grace to be present to you. 
 

  Pace – bene, 
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