
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 

- Pastor -  
 

Msgr. Bill is from a  

family of four children. 

He is the second child  

in his family.  
 

 

 

 

 
"A true friend 

 might have  

to say that  

I cannot walk  

the path you 

are choosing  

because you 

have chosen  

a path that  

will take  

you away  

from God,  

from Love." 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 As my friend Fr. Flood reminds us today, our 

Father, Love, wants much more than rule followers.  

God desires that we join him in a great life of friendship. 

 You and I might follow all the rules about  

friendship, but may never truly be friends. There is an 

element of friendship that is much deeper and reaches 

hearts speaking to hearts. When that element is vibrant 

all the rules of friendship will not be a problem but a joy 

to obey.  

 This obedience is not onerous because it is an 

obedience born of love and respect. If I am to be a 

friend, I must have the interests of another in my heart.  

I must truly seek what is best for my friend because I 

care deeply about her/his happiness not just here on 

earth, but in heaven as well. 

 St. Teresa of Avila wrote to Don Francisco de Salcedo: Please, God, you will live until 

I die; then I shall ask God to summon you promptly, lest I should be without you in Heaven. 

 True friends will find the courage to stand up to their friends when a friend or friends 

decide to break the rules. St. Francis de Sales wrote, It is a poor or false friendship that will 

allow a friend to perish without help, that dare not lance an abscess to save his life. Friendship 

can be messy since human beings do not always walk the true path. A true friend might have to 

say that I cannot walk the path you are choosing because you have chosen a path that will take 

you away from God, from Love. 

 A true friend will always be ready to reconcile and forgive a friend because it is a  

matter of the heart not just following the rules. Venerable Fulton Sheen wrote, In every  

friendship hearts grow and entwine themselves together, so that the two hearts seem to make 

only one heart with only a common thought. That is why separation is so painful; it is not so 

much two hearts separating, but one being torn asunder. 

 This heart-felt bond passes over the hurt and looks at the other’s heart. Forgiveness is 

not about forgiving and forgetting but about forgiving. It entails going beyond the hurt, anger, 

disappointment, et al. and restoring the relationship. Once that happens the two can move  

forward in deepening the relationship.  

 We have the beautiful story of a father’s (God) love for his sons. Neither son truly  

understood their father’s heart — one was greedy and the other ungrateful. Their father was 

not deterred from loving them because that is what he chose to do, love them. Jesus teaches us 

that his Father, who is LOVE, will never give up on any of us. As long as we have the breath 

to express our sorrow for the sins we have committed, our Father is ready to forgive us and be 

reconciled.  

 This Laetare (joyful) Sunday is apply named. All the readings today speak of God’s 

forgiveness and restoration after sin. Jesus calls us his friends when we do the holy will of the 

Father. His love is just about unfathomable until we gaze upon the cross. It is there that we can 

see the profound love, LOVE showers down upon us.  

 We have every reason to be joyful because Love loves more than we can imagine.  

Let us not look just at present difficulties but upon the fullness of joy that is our inheritance. 

Let us live in a way knowing that we will one day bask in the joy of the beatific vision of God 

himself. 
 

 Pace – bene,  


