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"Hope  

is a  

virtue 

that 

when  

one door 

closes, 

another 

opens."  

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

 Blessed are those who hope in the LORD (Ps 1:1), the responsorial psalm today should 

give us a deeper joy. Our Catechism defines hope by writing, Hope is the theological virtue by 

which we desire the kingdom of heaven and eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in 

Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on the help of the grace of the Holy 

Spirit. "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful." "The Holy Spirit ... he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior,  

so that we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life” (1817).  

 The virtue of hope directs our intellect and will towards realizing that God is near and 

walks with us on life’s journey. It aids us in building a certain kind of optimism that keeps us 

in close communion with God’s love in our hearts. No matter what is happening around you or 

me, God is present with his love, peace, joy, goodness, vision, et al.  

 The theological virtue hope is much more than natural hope which is good, but it does 

not go far enough. For example, I may hope to get into this 

or that school, this or that graduate school, this or that job. 

Many of these outcomes depend on another human being 

or a pre-arranged computer program. There can be many, 

many reasons why I did not receive acceptance. To say it  

is disappointing is an understatement. 

 On the other hand, the virtue of hope allows us the 

freedom to look beyond the earthly level, the natural level 

to the supernatural level. Hope is a virtue that when one 

door closes, another opens. Supernatural hope holds us 

close to God who desires that we be his friend not just in 

good times, but at all times.  

 In the Collect of the Mass today we ask God to 

grant that we may be so fashioned by your grace as to  

become a dwelling pleasing to you. Supernatural hope 

helps us realize that we can live with love and joy even in the midst of great trials. God’s  

passion for you and me knows no bounds. He even sent his very own Son to die an inglorious 

death on the cross. 

 Natural and supernatural hope looks towards the future. Natural hope looks only to the 

future. Supernatural hope also looks at the present — that God is with me now, today, in this 

very moment. I do not have to wait on someone else because God is ALWAYS present to me 

and I need to not overly worry. 

 The LORD never abandons his disciples. He does allow times of spiritual dryness  

perhaps so that in our sense of distance we might strive even more for closeness to him. God 

does not force us to seek him, we are daughters and sons not pets. We are persons God created 

to be close to him that we might be his ambassadors in this world. Hope gives you and me the 

strength to live in confidence that God is with us in all situations.  
 
 

 

 Our Lady of Lourdes Chapel’s official ground  

breaking was celebrated last Monday. Bishop George Sheltz 

and members of the Order of Malta joined us for Mass.  

Several of our donors were in attendance as well. I expect the 

building will take about 12 to 14 months.  

 Mary appeared to Bernadette in 1858 and told her  

that she is the Immaculate Conception. Lourdes became a site 

of pilgrimage almost immediately and has remained so.  

The Order of Malta sponsor a pilgrimage for sick persons every year. Our Houston area  

members make this journey at the beginning of April. Let us remember to pray for the sick  

that God will heal their illness and that they will continue to be at his service. 
 

 

 Pace – Bene, 


