
 

 
Dear Parishioners: 
 

 Outside of church the Christmas season is over. One might hear a Christmas carol here and there, but 
today’s culture wants to move on to the new year. Christmas has come and gone; let us move to the next 
thing; pack up the lights and wait for next year. But inside the Church we stay  
focused. This beautiful Sunday has a profound message that our modern  
society should take to heart.  
 

 God’s becoming human took place in the context of a human family. With 
several thousand millennia he saw that this “institution” of a child  
growing up with a mother and father was best for his own Son. He  
understood that the influence of a man and woman was essential for the  
best formula for upbringing. This combination of masculinity and femininity 
would offer Jesus the very best opportunity to absorb humanity’s strengths. 
Jesus learned how to walk, talk, get hungry, laugh, cry, feel pain, etc. In his 
divinity he knew the mechanics of walking but not the actual “felt” knowledge. 
Our heavenly Father knew the family was the best place for this learning. 
 

 The facts that Joseph, a just and holy man, Mary, immaculately conceived 
and without sin, and Jesus, the Incarnation, made up this holy family did  
not protect them from the evils of a fallen world. Innocent children were 
slaughtered after his birth. The family was forced to flee and start an entirely 
new life and were unable to say good-bye to family and friends.  
 

 Holiness does not mean bad things will not happen, but rather, in such  
situations we will walk with God as he accompanies you and me in those  
difficult times. Somehow the travails of life have some connection with the  
Divine if we allow LOVE’s presence to be our guide.  
 

 When the Holy Family returned from Egypt and settled in Galilee, Joseph set up his workshop and went 
about providing for the family. Mary took care of the house and Jesus ran through he hills as he played 
with the other children.  
 

 In many ways the Holy Family looked like most other families, except for the interplay of these holy  
people. They possessed an abundance of LOVE’s grace to meet the challenges allowed by LOVE to help 
grow in wisdom, age and grace.  
 

 Each of our families today have the means to open a channel to LOVE’s love. It takes trust, forgiveness, 
lots of laughter, kindness, cooperation, etc., etc., etc. We do not possess the special graces showered  
upon the Holy Family, but we do have something that brings the very presence into our lives — the holy 
Eucharist.  
 

 On this special weekend let us pray sincerely for all married couples, single parents, engaged and  
widowed that LOVE’s call to family life will enliven hearts and souls to strive to imitate the Holy Family  
of Nazareth by walking together in the footsteps of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. 
 

*************************  
 Just a couple of days left now to make end of year gifts to our parish, Our Lady of Lourdes chapel or  
our Building Bright Futures campaign for our new educational building. Please note that gifts to be  
recorded for 2019 must by dated by 31 December 2019. If you desire to give your gift to the archdiocesan 
IGNITE campaign, please note that on pledge or check.  
 

 We have a thousand reason to be grateful for the many gifts LOVE has showered upon us. While one’s 
life may have some difficult times, we are blessed with his presence every day. 
  

Pace – bene, 
 

 
A Letter from our Pastor... 


