
 

 
Dear Parishioners: 

 As we enter the second week of Advent, we pray in 
the collect of the Mass that may no earthly undertaking   
hinder those who set out in haste to meet your Son   
but may our learning of heavenly wisdom gain us  
admittance to his company.  

 Our first reading from Isaiah portrays the Messiah  
to be a person of justice who will possess a spirit of  
wisdom, understanding, counsel, strength, knowledge 
and fear of the Lord. The prophet tells us that this  
Messiah will be so filled with the Spirit of God that the 
wolf shall be a guest of the lamb, the leopard with the 
kid, the calf and the young lion shall browse together 
with a little child to lead them.  

What a beautiful vision of the harmony of creation which was God’s plan from the beginning. Our  
broken world is not God’s design but a result of human failure to say, “Yes,” to LOVE’s holy will. This    
vision may appear to be unattainable but with the help of God we can live in a better world. 

Jesus came for more than a private relationship in our hearts although that is part of the mix. He 
came that through you and me we could bring God’s truth to the world. He came that we could be change 
agents for holiness and goodness. We are to be ambassadors for the newborn King.  

The King of the Universe comes and looks like us so we can look like Him. This is something Satan 
could never do. The evil one desires we all be in abject misery forever because of his self-hatred. He is 
furious since he can never take on flesh as our God has done for us.  

We joyfully await His arrival (Advent) in our hearts and souls. We light two candles this week to re-
mind us of the coming of a new light, a redeeming light, a light of mercy and goodness, a light that leads 
us to a spirit of forgiveness and joy, generosity and gratitude. Let us never forget the truest meaning of 
the coming birth. 

*************************  
Next week we have the wonderful opportunity to help others experience the joy of receiving gifts    

on Christmas. Our Sunday of giving to those less fortunate has become a wonderful day of joy and     
generosity. Please make sure you check out the giving tree in the narthex. We work with our parish     
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, Catholic Charities, and the Guayaquil Mission team to help distribute the 
many gifts we bring to the Mass. They have identified the families and needs. 

I thank you in advance for your kindness.  
*************************  

As we near the end of the year I ask those who have not had the opportunity to participate in our 
Building Bright Futures campaign to prayerfully consider a pledge to this project. You can target your gift 
to the new education building which will be used six days a week to help pass on faith to more than 1,000 
students. That is no small task.  

You can also target your gift to the Archdiocesan IGNITE campaign that supports work on the     
physical plant at St. Mary Seminary. Part of this plan includes a new dormitory for the men studying      
for priesthood. The campaign also includes provisions to aid our inner-city Catholic schools and teacher / 
catechist training. The Ignite campaign also helps to build back the disaster relief for parishes and 
schools. 

When you send in your pledge / gift please designate how you want to target your gift.  
May your Advent preparations for Christmas give you peace and joy. 
  
Pace – bene, 
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