
 

 
Dear Parishioners: 

We congratulate Fr. Phong on his new status as citizen of the United States. He became a citizen 
on Wednesday the 20th of November.   

**************************  
Please remember the Building Bright Futures campaign. Our Building Bright Futures campaign joins 

with the Archdiocesan IGNITE campaign and will help provide support for Saint Mary Seminary’s new 
facilities. We need to replace this very outdated infrastructure. The education of our seminarians is of 
upmost importance. The men preparing for priesthood and the permanent diaconate receive a strong 
formation in spirituality, theology, Church history, Scripture and Canon Law. We need to furnish       
adequate facilities in which our future priests will be educated and housed. 

This part of the campaign is vital for our archdiocese. We were recipients of disaster money after 
hurricane Harvey. Many parishes received aid these past few years and the IGNITE portion of our  
campaign joins us to the Archdiocesan’s efforts to build up the financial strength to respond in the   
future. 

It’s just four more weeks to the end of the year. 
*************************  

Pope St. Leo (390-461) wrote to the bishops of Sicily — The restoration of mankind 
has indeed ever remained immutably fore-ordained in God’s eternal council: but 
the series of events which had to be accomplished in time through Jesus Christ our 
Lord was begun at the Incarnation of the Word.  
      Hence, there is one time, at the angel’s announcement, the Blessed Virgin 
Mary believed she was to be with child through the Holy Spirit and conceived;  
     another when without loss of her virgin purity the Babe was born and shown  
to the shepherds by the exulting joy of the heavenly attendants;  
     another when the Babe was circumcised;  
     another, when the victim required by the Law is offered for him;  
    another, when the three wise men attracted by the brightness of the new star 
arrive at Bethlehem from the East and worship the Infant with the mystic offering 
of Gifts. 
 As we begin this holy season, we have a great opportunity to enhance our         
experience of Christmas. The word “Advent” means the arrival often referring to    
a person of importance. In our opening prayer of Mass today we asked God to 
grant us the grace to have the resolve to run forth to meet your Christ with    
righteous deeds at his coming.  
 Sometimes our “running towards Christmas” focuses on decorations,  
scheduling parties, buying presents, etc. We get to Christmas and then we’re so 
exhausted everything stops.  
 In a normal human birth, the great energy happens after the baby arrives. 
Make some time this week as a family to plan a virtuous service for the new born 
King. One activity is setting aside one gift Christmas day and waiting to open it  
until the feast of the Three Kings. (It shows power over the societal equivalency   
of lots of gifts somehow demonstrates a good Christmas). 
 On Christmas morning have each person mark one present to remain      
unopened until the Three Kings arrive. Even if it’s the best present and you can’t 
wait to see their face, WAIT! Let us demonstrate our holy power over consumerism 
and greed. Christmas is too great a feast 

Let us use this Advent to prepare for a greater Christmas than ever. 
 Pace – bene, 

 
A Letter from our Pastor... 


