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Dear Parishioners: 
 

 In our second reading today, St. Paul teaches us a truth about God. The Holy Spirit  

of God is not a monolithic giver of grace. The third person of the Holy Trinity takes particular 

interest in each person to whom grace is conferred. He knows who among us is an extrovert  

or introvert, cautious or risk taking, change resistant or change accepting, and so many more 

aspects of our personality.  

 This should not surprise anyone since God is omniscient. God knows what gift  

will work best in every person. Truth be told, our sins can hinder the reception of the graces 

desired for us. Perhaps we have a habitual sin that desensitizes you or me to the beauty of 

God’s grace. These sins dull our soul to the warmth of Love’s love and goodness. 

 Habitual sins (heavy drinking, pornography, greed, jealousy, envy, false humility 

[thinking I have no gifts], etc., etc., etc.) set up barriers that hinder our holiness. We may find 

ourselves unable to forgive someone, unlikely to extend kindness, unwilling to be generous,  

et al. We start to think we don’t have anything to offer to others or even to God. We start to 

compare ourselves to others and wish we had their gifts, as if the gifts we have been given are 

not really that good. 

 Every person reading this has been given gifts from the Holy Spirit that can  

contribute to the greater glory of God. Not everyone will be a preacher of the Good News 

from the pulpit or TV, but everyone can “preach,” in daily conversations. No matter your  

temperament, wounds, sins, you can with effort rise to the occasion. The gifts you have  

been given empower you to rise above the ordinary, the simply natural to the supernatural. 

 Sometimes people do not think they have received 

any gifts. God gives each of us gifts best suited for our  

temperament and station in life to be his ambassadors in  

daily life. 

 Everyone reading this has been gifted by Love.  

The Holy Spirit came into you at your Baptism and God  

proclaimed you a beloved daughter or son. Let us pray for 

courage to accept and unwarp these gifts given to you and 

me. Pray not to compare yourself to others but for the 

grace of humility to use YOUR giftedness not another’s.  
 

 

****************************************************************  

 In a couple of weeks our Archdiocese will be releasing a list of clergy who have  

been credibly accused of sexual abuse of minors. Please remember that, while the Church is 

holy, not every member is holy. We have had terrible sinners in our Church from the very  

beginning, from some popes on down, even to our present day. When truth is told the great 

majority of clergy, husbands and wives, youth and young children, while sinners, attempt  

to live and follow Love’s laws. We currently have 395 priests (diocesan and from religious 

orders) and 433 permanent deacons in the Archdiocese. The list of offenders to be released 

goes back 70 years. During this time there would have been several hundred more priests  

who served in our diocese. (Religious priests move in and out of a diocese rather regularly). 

Keep in mind that the names you will see come from a pool of 1100 to 1200 priests and  

deacons who have served in our Archdiocese. 
****************************************************************  

 On another note: SVdP made an outstanding response to the Archdiocesan Services 

Fund for 2018. Our parish goal was $321,000.00 and we pledged a total of $404,301.84  

from 700 participants (16%) of our families. We paid 99.5% of the total pledges ($89,921.12) 

of which $44,960.56 is returned to our parish. The other half of the overage is placed in the 

inner-city school fund for Catholic education.  

 WHAT A WONDERFUL OUTPOURING of generosity from our parish. Thank you 

so very much for your support of the ministries of the Archdiocese through the Archdiocesan 

Services Fund (all the chaplains working in the jails, hospitals, colleges, the pro-life office, 

youth ministry, etc. etc.). OUTSTANDING! 
 

  Pace – bene, 


