
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

We have a special note for all our parishioners — next Sunday we are celebrating – No Excuse Sunday. It is very important 
for each of us to help make attending church enjoyable and welcoming. No one item found below applies to everyone, but 
the variety will accommodate the greatest numbers. 

 

•Beds will be placed in the church for those who say, “Sunday is my morning to sleep in.”  
 

•Hard hats will be provided for those who think the roof will fall in if I ever walk into a church.  
 

•Blankets will be provided for those who say the church is too cold and fans will be available for those who say it is  
 too hot.  
 

•We will have hearing aids for those we who say the priest speaks too softly and cotton balls for those who say he is too 
 loud. 
  

•Score cards will be available at the door for those who wish to list the hypocrites present.  
 

•Relatives will be present for those who reserve Sunday for visiting.  
 

•TV dinners will be sent home with those who find it impossible to attend Mass because of the time it takes to  
 cook dinner.  
 

•The Baptistery area will be banked with trees, flowers, greens, and grass for those who say they experience God better 
 in nature. 
 

•A putting green will be installed in front of the shrine of the Holy Family for those who say Sunday is their day to play 
 golf.  
 

•Finally, the sanctuary area will be decorated with Easter lilies and Christmas poinsettias for those who have never seen 
 the church without them.  
 

 

Might you possibly know anyone who one of these various “shoes” may fit? Give him/her a copy of the bulletin and invite 
him/her to join you next Sunday. 
 

We are blessed by God with the capacity to work. What? Work is a blessing? Yes! In the garden of Eden, God told Adam 
and Eve to be fruitful, fill the earth, have dominion over it, [cf. Genesis 1:28-30]. It was after the first sin that work became  
a burden [cf. Genesis 3:16-19]. Our work is meant to be an extension of our inner self, a reflection of the image and likeness 
of God, not just a way to make money. 
 

Pope Leo XIII in Rerum Novarum wrote, The following duties bind the wealthy owner and the employer: not to look upon 
their work people as their bondsmen, but to respect in every man his dignity as a person ennobled by Christian character. 
They are reminded that, according to natural reason and Christian philosophy, working for gain is creditable, not shameful, 
to a man, since it enables him to earn an honorable livelihood; but to misuse men as though they were things in the pursuit 
of gain, or to value them solely for their physical powers - that is truly shameful and inhuman (20). 
 

On the ninetieth anniversary of Rerum Novarum Pope St. John Paul II wrote, If one wishes to define more clearly the  
ethical meaning of work, it is this truth that one must particularly keep in mind. Work is a good thing for man-a good  
thing for his humanity-because through work man not only transforms nature, adapting it to his own needs, but he also 
achieves fulfilment as a human being and indeed, in a sense, becomes "more a human being" (Laborem Exercens, 9). 
 

Whatever work you do, it should be an expression of your heart. Parents’ work of raising children is a task of extreme  
dignity and honor. No child comes into this world without a direct and unique act of God’s creative power (e.g. the soul)  
in cooperation with intimate human action. It is a work that takes years of love and sacrifice.  
 

There are many jobs in the job market — pilots, surgeons, trash collectors, wait staff, flight attendants, etc., etc., etc.  
Whatever your ‘job’ may be, it should be done with honor and dignity. Work is an expression of self if done properly.  
Each worker should strive to be the very best doctor, trash collector, teacher, etc. that one can be. You are a person made in 
the image of God and your worth is not in what you do but who you are. Never think you are less of a person because you 
do not work in a specialized job. Never think you are worth more just because you do the work of one who has a specialized 
job. 
 

Regardless of the job we have in this world, let us all strive to do the work of Jesus and bring his love to a hungry world.  
So many hunger for the strength to grow in wisdom, age, and grace. When we exercise holiness by honoring the dignity  
of work and the worker we help others see their worth before God and the world. 
 

  Pace – bene, 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


