
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Dinner time at the Young house could be a bit raucous. My dad would say something controversial and watch us 
kids go after it. We had many a good argument while dad watched and enjoyed the banter between us. It drove 
my mother [as an only child] nuts. She would give dad one of those looks to which he responded with a smile.  
He wanted us to talk to one another even if it was in an argument. I sometimes wonder if Pope Francis took some 
lessens from my father.  
 

Our Holy Father seems to have a knack for statements that cause us to ponder and wonder, “Did he really say 
that?” One of the latest kerfuffles comes from a man who said that Pope Francis told him that God made him  
this way (with same-sex attraction). This has caused some to wonder if the Pope is changing Church teaching. 

 

It is important to remember that this is what a man said the Pope said. We do not know  
the exact nature of what the Pope said, and he is not obliged to tell the world what he said 
in private. None of us knows the nuances and subtleties of the Pope’s words. Words of  
consolation for one in distress are not always meant to explain all the aspects of the 
Church’s teaching. 
 

Just to review — we understand that our Holy Father has been given a unique authority  
to teach and permission to preach the truth of the Church. For the pope to speak with the 
charism of infallibility, he must speak on faith or morals. He is not infallible when it comes 
to picking stocks or bonds. In addition, he must be speaking as the pope not as a man or 
personal spiritual counselor. Also, the pope must be speaking to the whole world. Infallible 
words cannot be spoken by accident. [The purpose of the gold – heaven - key and the  
gray -earth - key is to signify Jesus’ teaching in Mt. 16:19] 
 

On the other hand, whenever the Pope speaks there is a certain ‘weight’ to his words and we have an obligation  
to listen to him and give him a certain deference. We must first try to understand clearly just what truth the Pope 
is pointing to and how that might apply to us. Is it permissible to disagree with the pope? In certain cases, “Yes,” 
and in others, “No,” depending on the issue, what other popes have said, what the catechism teaches, etc.  
We should approach this topic with an attitude leaning towards acquiescence before we choose to disagree. 
 

When a man is elected pope, God does not superimpose a different personality and turn an introvert into an  
extrovert. God does not play games with you or me, he is too far above that. When I think that God is playing 
with me, I am making myself way too important. God is greater than one or anything I can imagine, and I must 
not try to lessen his greatness by making myself bigger than him. 
 

What was not brought up in the news is that Pope Francis reiterated that men with same sex attraction are not to 
be admitted to the seminary for formation as priests. There is another side to many of these controversies and  
sadly media does not give the entire picture. 
 

When I write these articles, I attempt to be clear, concise, etc. and when I read them they sound just like that.  
I have been told, however, that sometimes I am as clear as mud (my mother would not be surprised). Sometimes 
we need to step back and ponder what we read or hear to give ourselves time to digest and evaluate. We heed also 
to evaluate what one has said in other contexts and in this case what other popes have taught and the catechism. 
 

It can be a bit frustrating (trust me, I know) but it is worth the effort. His choice was guided under the  
influence of the Holy Spirit and we will do our best when we approach this with love for our Holy Father and an  
open mind to how God may be teaching us through him. 

 

 

  Pace – bene,  

 

A letter from our pastor... 


