
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Most of you who are reading this are fully initiated into the Catholic Church, that is, have received the three sacraments of 
‘belonging’, Baptism, Confirmation, and Holy Eucharist. The outpouring of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost was an historical 
event that changed the personality of the Church overnight. We moved from a local and somewhat introverted Church to a 
body of believers ready to tell the world. 
 

To help in this work, the Holy Spirt graced the initiated with seven gifts aimed at helping us live the truths Jesus bestowed 
upon the Church. These gifts, charisms, should remind us of what is true, good, holy, efficacious and divine. We should 
never take them for granted nor think they are me alone. Let’s take a short look at each of these precious gifts we are given 
at Confirmation: 
 

Wisdom is both the knowledge of and judgment about "divine things" and the ability to direct human affairs    
according to divine truth.  
 

Understanding is penetrating insight into the very heart of things, especially those higher truths that are  
necessary for our eternal salvation. 
 

Counsel allows one to be directed by God in matters necessary for his salvation.  
 

Fortitude denotes a firmness of mind in doing good and in avoiding evil, particularly when it is difficult or 
dangerous to do so and the confidence to overcome all obstacles.  
 

Knowledge is the ability to judge correctly about matters of faith and right action, to never wander from the 
straight path of justice.  
 

Piety is revering God with filial affection. Since God is the Father of all, piety is paying worship and duty to 
God (the worship of God is also called piety). 
 

Fear of God is a filial or chaste fear whereby we revere God and avoid separating ourselves from him. 
 

I suggest that you focus on one gift a day for the first week 
of each month. One gift that we do not appreciate to the  
degree we ought is piety. Piety is the respect due to the 
things of God, which includes our bodies because the body is 
a part of our image and likeness of God. It behooves us to 
consider that our body is a part of God’s creation that is holy 
and meant to be in eternity with our heavenly Father. 
 

In addition to the gifts, we can enjoy the fruits of the Spirit: 
charity, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, generosity, 
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, self-control and chastity 
(cf. Gal. 5:22-3). If we are not experiencing these fruits it is 
not because God is not offering them. The fruits come when 
we follow the promptings of the Holy Spirit and accept the 
grace God gives us.  
 

St. Paul teaches us that these fruits are the result of living in the freedom God has given you and me — to live in true 
freedom of love and goodness. God’s freedom is “for” good never for evil. Choosing sin always enslaves us in the grip of 
Satan who hates us and is repulsed by the true freedom God offers. God’s Holy Spirit opens you and me to his glory and 
peace.  
 

************************************************************************** 
 

A liturgical note: Pope Francis has established a new celebration to be celebrated yearly on the Monday after Pentecost, 
Mary, Mother of the Church. Mary is our Mother as we are her daughters and sons of the Church. She is constantly  
interceding for us to her Son, Jesus the Christ.  
 

There is a story that is told of Jesus being  somewhat angry with St. Peter because he was told not to admit a man into  
heaven but Jesus kept on seeing him. Exasperated, Peter said, “I know, but every time I shut the door, your Mother opens  
a window!” 
 

I invite you to join us for Mass tomorrow to celebrate this new liturgy. 
 
 
 

  Pace – bene,  
 

An Easter message from our pastor... 


