
 

Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord | Sunday, April 1 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

"By a tradition handed down from the apostles which took its origin from the very day of Christ's Resurrection, 
the Church celebrates the Paschal mystery every seventh day, which day is appropriately called the Lord's Day 
or Sunday." The day of Christ's Resurrection is both the first day of the week, the memorial of the first day of  
creation, and the "eighth day," on which Christ after his "rest" on the great sabbath inaugurates the "day that the 
Lord has made," the "day that knows no evening." The Lord's Supper is its center, for there the whole community 
of the faithful encounters the risen Lord who invites them to his banquet: 
 

The Lord's day, the day of Resurrection, the day of Christians, is our day. It is called the Lord's day because on it 
the Lord rose victorious to the Father. If pagans call it the "day of the sun," we willingly agree, for today the light 
of the world is raised, today is revealed the sun of justice with healing in his rays. 
 

Sunday is the pre-eminent day for the liturgical assembly, when the faithful gather "to listen to the word of God 
and take part in the Eucharist, thus calling to mind the Passion, Resurrection, and glory of the Lord Jesus, and 
giving thanks to God who 'has begotten them again, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead' unto a  
living hope": 

 

When we ponder, O Christ, the marvels accomplished on this day, the Sunday of your holy resurrection, 
we say: "Blessed is Sunday, for on it began creation . . . the world's salvation . . . the renewal of the  
human race. . . . On Sunday heaven and earth rejoiced and the whole universe was filled with light. 
Blessed is Sunday, for on it were opened the gates of paradise so that Adam and all the exiles might  
enter it without fear.” (Catechism 1666-7) 

 

******************* 

Today we renew again the promises made for us at our Baptism when we were infants. Adults joining the Church 
make the same promises at their entrance into this life of grace. Perhaps this feels like a mere ceremony designed 
to help us recall our own Baptism.  
 

In reality, it is meant for the renewal of the promises at this time because we have finished the Lenten practices 
that have (or should have) inspired us to change something about us.  In a sense, we have been remaking  
ourselves, with the help of God, and so we promise once again to reject Satan, his works, his deceptions in  
order to follow Jesus more closely. 
 

The Resurrection is a show of God’s power even over death. It does not eliminate 
physical death but rather guarantees that physical death is not the end of life. Our 
lives continue forever in joy or sorrow. The renewal of promises is our reminder that 
discipleship requires we follow a certain path of living. We cannot do whatever we 
want and expect no serious consequences. Jesus did not endure his passion as if it 
was not to make a difference.  
 

Indeed, Satan is busted, forever. He hates what Jesus did in part because he knows he 
cannot show the love Jesus did on the cross. Easter is the proof of God’s love for us 
human beings. On this Easter Sunday let us contemplate  God’s immense love for us. 
We have every reason to be grateful as a fundamental attitude in life. Some may  
experience difficult times and even extreme circumstances, but be  comforted that  
it does not last forever. We all, no matter our past, can be comforted that this world 
does not have the last word, God does, and his Word has conquered even death. 
 

Have a great Easter! 
 

 

 Pace - bene 

 
 

An Easter message from our pastor... 


