
 

Saint Vincent de Paul Catholic Church   

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

Our first reading today looks so terrible on the surface. Why in heaven’s name would God tell Abraham to  
sacrifice his only son of the law and the one who was to carry on the name of Abram into a great nation?  
This demand of God looks as if God does not care about human life or that he is pulling a power play over  
the poor human beings. 
 

Our God, unlike the pagan gods, does not play games with us. He does not set us up for failure nor put us at the 
end of a practical joke. Our God calls forth from our heart a willingness to listen, trust and follow through with 
loving action. He calls us to obedience because his will is the path to peace and eternal life even when the path 
looks dark. 
 

Obedience to God is different than obedience to politicians and the rules of government. Politics and human law is 
formed by flawed human beings and can be, at times, unjust or foolish. We can legitimately disagree with some of 
these laws and at times not obey them (e.g. laws requiring we turn over Jews, or laws requiring certain people sit 
in the back of the bus, etc.). 
 

God’s laws, however, always require obedience because they are always directed towards our eternal salvation. 
His laws are from love itself and always direct you and me to the final good of life in his presence forever. He 
could not have his laws for our very nature calls us to justice and the communitarian aspect of respect for the  
dignity and rights of others. We are made in the image of a God who is a communion of persons. 
 

God calls Abraham to an obedience of faith even though he did not understand why the LORD was asking him to 
sacrifice his son. It must have been very difficult for him to listen to this voice of God.  Obedience comes from 
Latin obedire, oboedire "obey, be subject, serve; pay attention to, give ear," literally "listen to," from ob "to"  
(see ob-) + audire "listen, hear." 
 

Abraham decided to listen, to obey because he knew and believed that the LORD would not ask of him something 
that was evil. The LORD could not do such a thing even if Abraham did not understand. Parents tell their children 
things that seem so unfair and arbitrary; “Be home before dark;” “Don’t play in the street;” “No, you may not go 
to that movie;” et al.  
 

These commands are not given because parents don’t want their children to enjoy life, but rather to protect them 
from the dangers this world presents. As children we did not recognize the love behind the command. It may have 
seemed unfair, but it was not. Children do not often listen for the, “I love you,” behind the commands, and even as 
adults we may struggle with this “Yes.” 
 

Our Gospel today boldly proclaims that our Father always keeps his promises. The law (Moses) converses with 
the prophetic (Elijah) in the glory that is God’s. In the end, our destiny is on the mountain top with God. Jesus’ 
closest friends were given the singular grace of seeing in the now that which is destined to be. We can live and 
obey in a deep spirit of hope — Hope is the theological virtue by which we desire the kingdom of heaven and  
eternal life as our happiness, placing our trust in Christ's promises and relying not on our own strength, but on 
the help of the grace of the Holy Spirit. "Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who 
promised is faithful." "The Holy Spirit . . . he poured out upon us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
we might be justified by his grace and become heirs in hope of eternal life." 
 

This week of Lent let us deeply yearn for this God who always keeps his promises. Let us yearn as we would if 
having a hard time breathing or desperate for a drink of water in the desert. Pray for the heart that aches for God, 
pants for God — desire him more than ever before. Listen for his voice in your family life, your employment, your 
waking and sleeping, from morning to night, pray a passionate desire to be possessed by Love who loves beyond 
all telling. 
 

When we allow ourselves to BE possessed by Love, we can truly listen to him, and even when it seems upside 
down, we can with all our heart say, “Yes, LORD. Here I am. I come to do your will.” 

  

 

  Pace – bene,  

 A Letter from our pastor...    

https://www.etymonline.com/word/ob-?ref=etymonline_crossreference

