
 

Dear Parishioners: 
 Perhaps many of us have felt like Fr. Flood’s  
parishioner pictured in the comic. Deep inside, however,  
I think most people have a different attitude. Deep inside 
God has placed a homing device directing you and me to 
seek him out. The hustle and bustle of modern life can be 
overwhelming and lessen the joy that this season should 
bring. 
 Perhaps Mary was tempted to give in and allow the 
last few days of her pregnancy to take her away from Jesus. 
We know from her sinless life that she was able to resist and 
trust in God’s aiding love and goodness. 
 We know she knew the truths God revealed through 
the Holy Scriptures. Her response to Elizabeth demonstrates 
a knowledge of the Hebrew Scriptures [our Old Testament]. 
No doubt she was familiar with the prophecies of Isaiah. This woman had it together with her 
God. 
 St. John Paul the Great reflected on Isaiah’s prophecy regarding the light to come to 

this world — THE PEOPLE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS HAVE SEEN A GREAT 

LIGHT (Isaiah 9:2). Every year we listen to the words of the prophet Isaiah in the moving  
context of the liturgical re-creation of Christ’s Birth. Every year these words take on new 
meaning and cause us to relive the atmosphere of expectation,hope, amazement, and joy that 
is typical of Christmas. 
 To the people, oppressed and suffering, who walked in darkness, there appeared a 
great light. A truly “great” light indeed, because the light which radiates from the humility  
of the crib is the light of the new creation. If the first creation began with light (see Genesis 
1:3) how much more splendid and “great” is the light which inaugurates the new creation:  

it is God Himself made man! 
 Christmas is an event of light, it is a feast of light:  
in the Child of Bethlehem the primordial light once more shines  
in humanity’s heaven and dispels the clouds of sin. The radiance  
of God’s definitive triumph appears on the horizon of history in  
order to offer a new future of hope to a pilgrim people. 
 We are the pilgrim people today who are desperate for a 
rebirth of hope in God’s abiding presence in our lives. We are  
assaulted with bad news, coarse language, loose language, human 
trafficking, wars, storms, etc., etc., etc. If we need evidence that 
some changes are in order, just look around.  
 Every year we hear the Christmas message of peace and 
good will to all whose hearts desire it. It will take a herculean and 
long-lasting effort for this to be realized. There will be no simple 
answer, nor can we wait for everyone else to change. It must begin 
in my heart, my soul, my mind. Each of us must take up the mantle 
of holiness and goodness if matters are to change. 
 A young woman long ago accepted an invitation from  
God to take a risk of trusting in his goodness. She said, “Yes,”  
to becoming a mother without benefit of marriage which could open 
the way for stoning her. Her courage in going full in to be a disciple 
for the Lord redounds to our benefit. What an example of trust. 
 Christmas is a great feast of joy, new life, hope, et al. 
Chardin spoke of a new fire coming into the world. Lewis wrote  
of a stealth arrival of the King who would change all. Bonaventure 
wrote of the living flame of love. Dante writes, “Within thy womb 
the Love was kindled new”. The creator of the universe has stooped 

to become one of us and has forever changed our relationship with the divine. A womb has 
opened to give the world the Way and the Truth and the Life.  
 Let’s never forget why we celebrate this beautiful day. 

  Pace – bene, 
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