
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

  This is a wonderful day for our parish. This giving Sunday is a vivid picture of joy filled generosity. 

Many children and families will enjoy a more joy filled Christmas. Working with various agencies we 

have identified several areas of need and choose to respond in this manner. This year our gifts will be 

distributed to Catholic Charities, our parish Society of de Paul, our sister school in Guayaquil, Ecuador 

and the Gabriel project. We chose these programs because we know they are honest and will ensure our 

gifts go to the right places.   
 

  Throughout the year we support many outreach activities to the community. We have several second 

collections that help support various local ministries as well as national and international works of  

mercy. We host the Guayaquil gala to support our our sister school.  
 

  Our youth participate in works of service to others in small and large ways. Our  

parish sends some 60 plus               Extraordinary Ministers of Holy  

Communion to hospitals and the homebound. Our parish St. 

Vincent de Paul Society helps  people all year long 

by visiting with those in need of many of 

the things we take for granted 

(money for medicine, rent, 

transportation, etc.). They do this 

through face to face interview and assistance.  
 

  There are parishioners who volunteer in Catholic Women’s  

Charity Guild, work with youth athletics, Boy and Girl Scouting, San Jose  

Clinic, teaching, mentoring, and many other ways of living the Corporal Works of  

Mercy etc., etc., etc. We have so many reasons to be filled with joy not just today, but every day.  
 

  Scripture teaches that joy is a fruit of the Holy Spirit — Saint Paul writes in his letter to the Galatians, 

In contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness,   

gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law. [Eph 5:9 / 1 Cor 13:4–7; 2 Cor 6:6; 1 Tm 4:12; 

2 Pt 1:6,, 1 Tm 1:9. You can see how Scripture opens the door to the joy of God’s grace filled plan. 
 

Christmas, the Great Feast of the Son of God Who appeared in human flesh, the Feast in which heaven 

stoops down to earth with ineffable grace and benevolence, is also the day on which Christianity and 

mankind, before the crib, contemplating the ‘goodness and kindness of God our Savior’ become more 

deeply conscious of the intimate unity God has established between them (Pius XII, Christmas Message 

1944).  
 

  This goodness and kindness of God is what can and will aid us in achieving joy. Peter Kreeft writes,  

Joy is more than happiness, just as happiness is more than pleasure. Joy is an abiding realization that 

even in the midst of great sadness or distress I can experience the goodness and kindness of God’s in  

that moment. Joy is a treasure, a pearl of great price that allows me to put my heart into God’s and his 

powerful mercy, if I accept it, will take me beyond the trials, frustrations, worries of the day. Those 

will still be there, but the presence of joy will not wipe out my hope my joy in God’s beauty and grace. 

Joy allows me to taste the very beauty of the fullness of heaven here on earth. 
 

  While the gifts we will distribute today are not of themselves joy, they are a sign that not all is lost,  

not all is grief, not all is the haves and have not, etc. It behooves all to remember that gifts are not a 

guarantee of life. Our children do not have a right to inherit their parents’ estate. If mom and dad give  

it to charity, that’s OK and when true joy is in our hearts it will be OK for us as well. If parents want to  

give all to their children that’s OK but never required by law of God. True joy allows a far greater  

freedom than any law.  

 

  Joy is much deeper than so many of our feelings. It comes from deep faith and a heartfelt desire to 

know God and his peace. Impediments to joy include indifference, ingratitude, being lukewarm, acedia 

(spiritual sloth), hatred of God (stems from pride). If joy is absent from your life a deep spiritual  

inventory would be a great place to start.  

 

  Venerable Fulton Sheen was fond of saying Jesus came as a baby because no one is afraid of a tiny 

baby. Let us not fear to allow joy to take hold of our hearts this Christmas —  one of God’s most  

precious gifts. 
 

 Pace – bene,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
 

 

 

"This  

goodness 

and  

kindness  

of God  

is what  

can and  

will aid  

us in  

achieving 

joy."  

A letter from our pastor... 
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