
 

Dear Parishioners: 

  Every year our Church ends the liturgical 

year with readings that deal with the last 

four things: death, judgment, heaven and 

hell. As the year comes to an end, so too  

the world and our lives. When we were  

conceived God gave us our body and soul 

right at that very moment — it did not  

arrive after a few days, but at the very  

moment. 

  Within this new human being there is a type of homing device which until the day of our death 

pushes us toward the fullness of God. God knows where we ought to be after death and never fails 

to guide us to the light. 

  So, what is death? First of all, we must take care not to equate near death experiences with the idea 

that someone died and then came back to life. These experiences have been documented and offer 

strong evidence that there is a non-physical aspect to our existence. The Magis Center 

(magiscenter.com) offers reasoned discussions in the arena of science and religion. Take some time 

to check out the site and spend some time investigating near death events. www.magiscenter.com/

credible-near-death-experience-stories/ 

  Death is the moment when our soul leaves our body permanently — it does not return. It is at that 

moment you and I will stand before CHRIST THE KING for our particular judgment. Our sins  

and our good deeds will be part of our judgment. God, to an infinite degree greater than ours, looks 

at each life in totality. We tend to look with a much narrower perspective. How many times have  

we remembered a hurt someone inflicted on us and forgot the good that same person has done? 

Sometimes we call these hurt feelings grudges and some hold onto them for decades. Thankfully, 

CHRIST THE KING does NOT act like that. 

  We will know at that very moment of our judgement whether our everlasting state will be in the 

beatific vision of our Father’s beauty or in the pit of eternal agony and fire. At that moment we will 

be set forever — those in heaven will never lose the Peace and those in hell will never live in the 

Peace. 

  Hell is living in a state of loneliness and the realization that it will NEVER be any different.  

Self-loathing will overwhelm the heart and nothing you or I could ever do will lessen the self-hatred 

and anger. Satan himself will never stop to chat with you and offer any kind of comfort. He might 

say, “You asked for this by the way you lived. You chose wrongly and there is no more time for you 

to change. Take this for your consolation, it will get worse!”  

  On the other hand, we have the merciful side of the equation where we have a eternity of joy, 

peace, happiness, delight, etc., etc., etc., etc. There are not enough superlatives to describe the  

fullness of love and joy. There will be no more worries, no more sickness or getting older;  

no political or physical wars, disasters or starvation; no financial nor physical fears. It is difficult  

to describe such a wonderful place without saying what it is not. Remember a time when you felt  

at home, at peace, without fear? Take that and then multiply that feeling by the tenth power and you 

will have a gossamer like understanding of the joy our Father of love desires for you — What no 

eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived what God has prepared for those who 

love him [1 Cor. 2:9]. 

  At the final universal judgment those in the kingdom of LOVE will experience the nuptial  

meaning of being the Body of Christ. It will be realized, therefore, as a meaning that is perfectly 

persona and communitarian at the same time (TOB St. John Paul II, 13 January 1982). We 

will live in a body that is incorruptible, glorious, full of dynamism, and spiritual (TOB 2 February 

1982).  
 

It just doesn’t get any better. Long live Christ the King! Viva Christo Rey!   

 

 
 

 Pace – bene, 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
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A letter from our pastor... 
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