
 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

  Have you made your generous pledge for Building Bright Futures, 

including our archdiocesan Ignite capital campaign? Now is the time for 

everyone to join in this opportunity to build now for our needs today and 

into the future.  

  Your three to four year pledges will help our campaign be a great success. 

Join the many who are making Building Bright Futures, including our 

archdiocesan Ignite capital campaign a reality.. 

************************* 

  How should we vote? First of all, we should vote. It is a practical way we can demonstrate  

the virtue of patriotism (yes, it is a virtue). We Catholics have a serious moral obligation to  

participate actively in the civic aspects of our country. Jesus tells us, “Then repay to Caesar 

what belongs to Caesar and to God what belongs to God” (Luke 20:25). Like our blood  

family, our civic family [community] requires we citizens contribute to the common good  

and direction. 

  So, for whom or what should I vote? That is a difficult question to answer. I cannot and  

will not say that you should vote for this person.  Each voter must decide whether this man  

or woman will represent them in a way that honors the human person and will vote for polices 

and laws that protect the innocent, allow the greatest legitimate freedom, provide adequate  

defense of the citizenry, and build economic strength.  

  Good people can certainly disagree just how these policies might accomplish the above.  

It behooves one to study the varying positions and how this or that policy has worked in  

other places. We can learn from history. I suspect that in many cases no candidate is a  

perfect fit for the voter. I rarely find a politician with whom I agree with all his or her stances.  

  Are there any specific issues that might be a one issue that can sway the balance? Yes.  

I believe that voting for someone who supports racism is morally wrong. No Catholic can  

support a politician who believes that one race is better than another. We are all equal before 

the eyes of God and therefore before one another. The same could be said about someone who 

supports abortion. At the first moment of our existence we possess the spark of the divine  

within which bestows a dignity of a person who deserves respect and protection. In all cases  

we ought to educate ourselves on the positions our politicians hold. 

  We have the privilege of choosing new government leaders on a regular basis. Not every  

office has the impact of a federal or state lawmaker. Some of the people we elect will have  

no impact on issues such as the death penalty or abortion, etc. I encourage you not to do a 

straight party option when you vote. We should elect persons rather than a political party.  

No one party has all the answers. When the election is over we ought to conduct ourselves  

civilly. There is no excuse for rude, vulgar speech towards others with whom we disagree.  

  Our representative democracy has never been a perfect system. No human system is perfect. 

After all, we are a nation of sinners. At the same time, our system has been a beacon of  

freedom for the world and that is a very good thing. Let us continue to participate actively  

by being patriotic with our voting and supporting our country even with our imperfections 

while we work to be a nation of greater freedom and justice. 
 

 

  Pace – bene,  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Msgr. Bill Young, III 
 

Msgr. Bill grew up in  

Manlius, New York.  

He has been ordained  

for forty eight years and  

has been pastor of  

St. Vincent de Paul for  

nine years and counting.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all of you that 

have stepped out in faith to 

support the Building Bright 

Futures campaign!  We are 

currently over half way to  

our goal of $10.8 million.  

With 4,000 families in our 

parish community and with 

everyone’s commitment, we 

will surely surpass our goal.  

Please join in and make your 

pledge – at whatever amount 

is meaningful to you.  We 

want to reach our goal by 

November 1! 

 

For more information  

please visit  

svdp-houston.org/building-

bright-futures 

 

A letter from our pastor... 


