
 

 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

I thought I would include some material from St. John Paul II on this day we honor Mothers. He offers profound 
insights into human nature and the status of being male or female. 
 
Motherhood is the fruit of the marriage union of a man and woman, of that biblical "knowledge" which  
corresponds to the "union of the two in one flesh" (cf. Gen 2:24). This brings about - on the woman's part -  
a special "gift of self," as an expression of that spousal love whereby the two are united to each other so closely 
that they become "one flesh." …  
 

This mutual gift of the person in marriage opens to the gift of a new life, a new human being, who is also a  
person in the likeness of his parents. Motherhood implies from the beginning a special openness to the new  
person: and this is precisely the woman's "part." In this openness, in conceiving and giving birth to a child,  
the woman "discovers herself through a sincere gift of self." The gift of interior readiness to accept a child and 
bring it into the world is linked to the marriage union, which - as mentioned earlier - should constitute a special 
moment in the mutual self-giving both by a woman and a man. According to the Bible, the conception and birth 
of a new human being are accompanied by the following words of the woman: "I have brought a man into being 
with the help of the Lord" (Gen 4:1). This exclamation of Eve, the "mother of all the living" is repeated every 
time a new human being comes into the world. 
 

Thanks to all you moms for giving us life and helping to raise us as disciples of Jesus. 
 

*************************************************************************** 
 

I am writing this about three weeks before publication and it is my hope that you will be able to see our beautiful 
stained-glass windows very soon. The preservation of the windows became a much, much more complicated task 
then we first imagined. The cladding of the steel frames with aluminum required special protective shives to keep 
the dissimilar metals from touching each other [to prevent electrolysis]; the aluminum sections required delicate 
measuring and cutting; and so forth.  
 

Finally, however, we are near the finish line. The windows have been repaired and cleaned. They are protected 
from outside damage with new exterior glass able to resist 110 miles per hour winds. This project has taken much 
longer than anyone had expected. We signed a contract several months ago which has not increased the cost. Our 
Buildings and Grounds Committee takes great care to look after our parish.  
 

The two large stained-glass windows depict the Resurrection and the Ascension. St Paul reminds us that if  
Christ had not died and risen from the dead our faith would be in vain (cf. 1 Cor. 15:12-17). Know that our faith 
is based not on ideas and philosophy but on actual historical events with real people. Jesus did not rise as a ghost, 
phantasm or merely spiritually, but in the flesh, which point to our own resurrection as occurring in the flesh as 
well. We do not rise to become angels. 
 

On the east side is a window depicting the Ascension of Jesus. When Jesus ascends to our Father, he ‘frees’  
himself from the restrictions of time and space. In the fullness of heaven there is no time as we know it. God can 
and does see all that was, all that is and all that will come to be. Time is a measurement of one event to another 
and since before the universe began there was nothing to measure, time did not exist. Time began when God said, 
“Let it be.”  
 

Jesus now reigns from this exalted state we call heaven, more properly in the fullness of heaven. Here on earth 
we share in the heavenly banquet when we participate with each other at Mass. His presence in the fullness of 
heaven enables him to be present to you and me wherever and whenever we are. His Ascension opened the path 
for the Holy Spirit to descend to be the wind for the Church as she sails the sea of life. 
 

  Pace – bene,   
 

 

An Easter message from our pastor... 


