
 

Third Sunday of Easter | Sunday, April 15 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

This is the second year our parish is implementing, Called by Name program. I am asking all our parishioners to look around at the  
people you know and see who think would make a good priest or religious brother or sister. These are the young adults who have  
impressed you by their faith and way of life. 
 

They are the ones you see in church, helping their neighbor, going a bit out of their way to help someone. They are young men and 
women who have a sense of humor and you find yourself comfortable to be around. You may have a grandchild, nephew or niece,  
or Godchild, who may be called by God to a life of service.  
 

I ask you to love them enough to pray for them, lift them up to the Lord that he will enlighten their souls and hearts to hear the call that 
God offers them. Pray that one of your daughters or sons receive and answer the call to religious vocation. We can’t just ask another’s 
child to say, “Yes,” and leave our own children off the hook. 
 

What kind of a son or daughter does God want? God wants sons and daughters who are normal. He wants a daughter or son who is  
willing to be of service to others, one who could be a good husband or wife; not always wanting to be the first in line; can be a good 
listener and helper; etc. in other words, he wants normal everyday sons and daughters. 
 

Every priest or sister you have met is an ordinary daughter or son with strengths and weaknesses who came to hear the voice of God 
whispering into their heart. Everyone reading this can help God’s call to our youth be more welcome by prayer and action.  
 

Please do not be afraid to encourage your child to a religious vocation. No one becomes a religious because dad or mom or grandparents 
or Godparents encourage them to think about it. They may consider it because you say something, but more is needed. The formation 
programs in seminaries and houses of the religious orders guide women and men to look seriously at the choice they are making and 
help them choose wisely. 
 

This week and next I am asking you to identify who some of these young adults are. The program we are using asks that these be at  
least seniors in high and above. I will invite them to the rectory for a breakfast meal and discussion about religious life. They will be 
able to ask questions, learn a bit more about the process, and think about whether they desire to investigate further. We will help them 
find information on support groups for those discerning a religious vocation. 
 

When I was about halfway through seminary I found myself falling in love with a young woman named Barbara. I was quite enamored 
with her personality and beauty. We talked a lot and I began to wonder if I was truly called to be a priest. She was a woman to whom I 
believed I could pledge my life. One day she told me that I would make a good priest and I was thrown into a major confusion.  
 

I knew I needed some serious prayer and after some deep time with the Lord I realized that he was calling me to something other  
than marriage and family. You know the end of the story. The Lord of life finds ways to guide the human heart when the heart is ready, 
but it must be one’s own heart.  
 

Let us help our sons and daughters make the best decision possible for their lives. 
I don’t know which of your children may be called to religious life and neither do 
you. Your son may be called by God to be a priest or your daughter to religious 
life. Love them so much that your heart will be filled with joy that they accept this 
call from our heavenly Father. 
 

Raise them to become women and men of faith filled courage. Teach them  
to be true disciples of Jesus above all else. Challenge them to listen to God  
in all things including their vocation to be holy, virtuous, self-sacrificing,  
with disinterested love and striving to do what the Father asks. This is the model  
Jesus lived and the salvation of others above his own desires gave us the truest 
model of being the best version of our self which is possible. There is no better 
example for our daughters and sons. 
 

May your family be blessed with a religious vocation. 
 

 Pace – bene, 
 

An Easter message from our pastor... 

 


