
 

Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord | Sunday, March 25 

 

Dear Parishioners: 
 

It doesn’t seem possible that we are already at Palm Sunday. Yet here we are at the beginning of the holiest days 
of our liturgical year. This week we celebrate the great events of Jesus’ passion, death and resurrection. 
 

We intensify our reflections on the passion and death of Jesus. We read together two of the accounts of Jesus  
passion from the Gospel, joining in the readings as the crowd, who today, shout out hosanna’s and in five short 
days we cry out crucify him. How fickle we can be when things do not go our way. We can be blown from side to 
side by the winds of opinion or shaky emotions. I think the crowds praising Jesus’ entry were sincere, sometimes 
however, sincerity is only skin deep. Jesus sincerity was supported by a trust in his (our) heavenly Father’s infinite 
love for us. 
 

We journey into Holy Thursday’s intimate supper when our Savior sets you and me up with the ability to stand at 
the foot of the cross every day. Every Mass is the unbloody celebration of the death of Jesus on the cross that we 
be saved from the horror of dying without forgiveness. As he broke the bread, so to his body was broken for us to 
heal the division between God and the human race. The Mass makes no sense without the cross. 
 

Two weeks ago Pope Francis continued his reflections on the Mass at the general audience held on Wednesdays. 
He spoke about the Lord’s Prayer and then on the sign of peace: 
 

In the exchange of the sign of peace, we demonstrate our commitment to be reconciled with one another,  
so as to worthily approach the altar to receive the Lord’s gift of himself. The rite of the breaking of the bread,  
accompanied by our invocation of Christ as the Lamb of God, acknowledges the saving presence of the risen  
Lord among us and implores the peace he won for us on the Cross. May our conscious celebration of these rites 
help us to experience ever more fully the Eucharist as the sacrament of our communion with God and with all  
our brothers and sisters. 
 

His death and resurrection established peace between our Father and the human race, when else is a better time  
to make a pledge than just before we receive the very Prince of Peace. We also remember the gift Jesus gave to  
his Church by instituting the sacrament of Holy Orders to guarantee the continuation of his work to be done on  
the cross and the forgiveness of sins. 
 

At the end of Mass, we walk with Jesus to Gethsemane where he asks you and me to stay awake with him as he 
prays to his Father. It has been a long day and we are tired. To accompany Jesus requires small tasks that often  
feel much bigger than reality admits, but still he asks. As we process with him in darkness we experience a bit of 
the ‘feel’ of that first procession. 
 

Good Friday we enter a church without candles and the Holy Eucharist available. There is no Mass that day for 
Jesus is on the cross offering himself as the victim of our sins. The liturgy has a certain starkness and plainness 
befitting Jesus’ passion and death. He freely allows us to nail him to the wood and the shedding of his precious 
blood in the everlasting sign of salvation. This cross is not an aside; it is the strategy for who desire to be a  
disciple. 
 

Until this world ends you and I are engaged in mortal warfare with Satan. This war will end when Jesus returns  
but until then we face the reality of eternal death — unless we willingly join our lives with Jesus on the cross that 
we might also join him looking back at the empty tomb and forward to the glory that our Father so desires 
 

Our holy week ends with the preeminent liturgy of the year, the Easter Vigil. The new fire lights the world with 
the wisdom and love of God, salvation history is proclaimed, alleluia is sung again, catechumens and candidates 
are fully initiated into our Catholic faith. This liturgy is rich with the symbols of our faith and invites us into the 
wonderful historical event of our Lord’s resurrection. St. Paul writes, For if the dead are not raised, neither has 
Christ been raised, and if Christ has not been raised, your faith is vain; you are still in your sins (1 Cor. 15:17). 
 

Let us celebrate together these awe-inspiring liturgies. 
 
 

  Pace – bene,  

 A Letter from our pastor...    


